— . 


v 


5 5 0 _— 


—_—_— 


—_— 
ming 


Fellow of Eton- College, 
and Chaplain in Ordinary 
to His Majeſty. 


- dd. 


E 


LONDON, 


| Flower-de-Luce, over-againſt S.Dun- 


ans Church in Fleetſtreet, 1701. 


—— 1 
ESSAY 
MIRACLES.| 


In Two Diſcourſes. 


By WILLIAM FLEETWOOD,| 


| f 


Printed for Charles Harper at the 


It 


* - 
—— — — — _ — — 
"7 * = 


| 
f 
4 
: 


T O 
Henry Godolphin, 


D. D. and Provoſt of 
Eron- A 1 


'0U kuow ( my Ho- 
noured Friend) that 
pretend to have 
thought 2 good while upon 
the Subject of the Book 1 
offer you ; and that I have 


been free enough to blame 


A 2 thoſe 


a 


— 


1 


pille Dedicatory, _ 


thoſe who have gone before 
me, whether Ancients or 
Moderns, wil lout diſtindti- 
on, or Reſpect to any Name 
hom great ſoever ; ſome, for 
their downright begging the 
Queſtion in debate; others 
for their neglect, or ſlight 
Solutions, of conſiderable 
Dificulties ; others for at- 
tributing ſo great a Power 
to the Devil, as ſeemed, to 
me, utterly inconſiſtent with 
the maintenance of Cbriſti- 
anity upon the foot of Mi. 
racles; and moſt of them 
for leaving us Schemes very 
de- 


— 


"I Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


gefective in ſome Parts, 
and very 3 ble in 


others. 


T have tried to do other- 
wile, and if I ſay 1 think 
better, it is that I may not 
pay You fo ill a Compliment, 
75 to preſent Ton with what 


i bad not a good Opinion of 
my ſelf. 


Mis becauſe I may 
ſeem to walk in B hank 


and know my ſelf as ſub- 


ject to Miſtakes as other 
FR; Ido here publickly 


* ace 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
acquit Tou of any Concern, 
a Dedication may lay You 
under, to give me any Coun- 
tenance, if I am charged 
with either Novelty or Er- 
ror ; I only am anſwerable 
for my own Faults; and 

indeed I will ſo anſwer for 
| them, as io amend them pre- 
1 ently, upon the firſt diſco- 


| Dieꝛfry of them. 4 


1 I have no other uſe to if 
= | make of your Name, than 
i by its means, to tell every 
[| body elſe, as well as your 

Self, that ] haue an Affedti. 
0 
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ow and Efteem for Tou, e- 
qual to the Obligations You 
have laid upon me, which 
yet are greater than-all the 
| World befades hath laid up- 
on me. I will leave it to 
others, to ſpeak of the good 
Spirit Tou keep ws in at 
Eton, with relation to the 

Repairs of the College, and 
| the diſcharging, in all points, 
the Truft repoſed in Us, by 
| our Religious Royal Foun- 
der; of the Pains You have 
taken in ſolliciting the aſſi- 
ſtance of Benefactors, where 
the Burthen was much too 


beauy . 


N 2 2 g 
x * | 
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heavy for Us; and of * 


pille Dee 


great Example Tou ſet us, 


in Contributing your Self to 
the re ediſying Gods Houſe, 


where He is ſerved in the 


moſt beautiful Simplicity and 


 Plainneſs I ever ſaw; as 
far as a Material 1 emple 


can be ſo, it is, I think, 


the exad Reſemblance of 


the Church of England. 


Theſe, and a great many 


other things may be ſpoken 
of to your . onour, but not 
by me, in the manner they 
ought ; at leaſt not at this 
time; ; and I dare ſoy, You 


will 
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Epiltle Dedicatory. 


will be content 1 leave this 
Subject, to come to the occa- 
ſoon — making theſe Papers 
publick ; ; for an account of 


that is, as we ſee, fa aforona- 
ble enongh. 


I was, fome few Tears 
| ſznce, thought fit, by my 
Superiors, 10 undertake the 
Defence of Religion agaiuſt 
its Adverſaries of all De- 
| nominations, in the ſame 
place and manner Ton bave 
often; beard it done ſo much 
to your ſatisfatFion, by wor- 
51 Men appointed for that 


pur- | 


7 Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


purpoſe, who have indeed 
done great Right to the Sub- 
Jets they undertook, great 
Honour to their Noble 
Founder ; and not without 
great Reputation to them 
ſelves. But 1 was not, 
(as it pleaſed God) at that 
time, in a capacity of under- 
taking any ſuch Charge ; 
However, I reſoku'd to give 
| ſome proof, ſome time or o- 
ther, that 1 did not decline 
that Service, either to ſpare 
my Pains, or ſave my Cre- 
dit. And as I then pitchd 
(in my Mind) upon this 
—— 
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Subjett , ſo I have ſince 
| (according to my leiſure) 
proſecuted it, till I brought 
it to whar-Tow' al ſee, 
| And 1 find ſince, that I 
| have not been ſufficiently 
prevented by the Labours of 
any of thoſe Learned Gen- 
Jak wbo, tho they 
have, eme them, W 
upon the ſame Subject have 
yet left room for me, or a 
Crs Hand, to Jveib uidie 
expreſly on that great proof 
y our . 


d 


os 


"Epic Dedicatory. 
As to the Work it Jelf 


have taken more pains to 
bring it within this ſmall 
compaſs, wig would Gow 
ſerved to make it a 
great be; and * or 
end, 1 bave els ſe of no 
Caan or Authorities, 
but ſet them by, on purpoſe; 
contenting my ſelf with 
Reaſon and Revelation; 
excepting in a few of the 
laſt Pages, where it was 
abſolutely needful ; and yet 
the nature of the Work led 
me, I thought, to uſe a good 


deal * „ Jo that 
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22 


I could not attain to the 
Brevity I aimed at, 


T1 have made very fair 
War with ſuch as are Ad- 
 verſaries to Revealed Reli- 
gion, allowing them all rbat 
they can ark in the Matter 
before ws. I have made 
ſuch Conceſſions, as by un- 
conſidering People will, it 
may be, be ſuſpected ſooner 
than approved; but I hade 
| ever thought this was the 
way of dealing with them, 
or, if not ſo, that I, at leaſt, 
was not a Man to deal with 
m—_—_ If 


_ Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
5 any one ſhall think it 
worth his while, to conſider 
what I have written, and 
ſhall (in a manner becoming 
him and me) ſbem me my 
Faults, and give more pro- 
bable Solutions of the Diffi- 
culties that occurr in conſs- 
dering this Article of Mi. 
racles, he ſhall find bow 
quickly I can change fades ; 
and that I ſeek the Truth 
with ſuch ſincerity, that 1 
care not who it in makes the 
diſcovery, provided I may 
have a ſight of it. Nay, | 
I ſhall part (I hope) conten. 


ted. 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
tedly with a little Credit, to 
gain to the unbelieving 
World the ſati faction that 
it thinks it wants, from any 
other Hand, which it may 
not receive from mine. 

Ton will excuſe me, Sir, 
for having mentioned theſe 
things in a Letter to Tou, 
| which had, it may be, better 
made up a Preface to the 
Reader; but it was to ſave 
2 little trauble. I am with 
all the Reſpedt inthe World, 


Your moſt Affectionate and 
moſt Humble Servant, 


W. Fleetwood. 
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In Two Diſcourſes, 


DIALOGUE I. 


OU were plea- 
ſed to tell me, 
Sir, not many 
Months ago, 

chat you would find a Time 

to talk with me, at large, 


2 
| A 
>| 

5 

5 
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[vic ſome Impatience, waited 


concerning Miracles. Ihave, 


ns for 


capable of knowing which arc 


= 


* 
P 


2 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 


for it, and hope I have found 
you now at leiſure, to free yout 


ſelf of that Engagement. 


B. You have; and I am 
now at liberty, to give you all 
the Satisfaction that I can, in 
that Point. 5 | 

A. Will it not then be necel 
ſary, that you ſhould tell me 
what it is you call a Miracle 

B. An extraordinary Opera 
tion of God, againſt the knowl 
Courſe, and ſetled Laws of Na 
ture, appealihg to the Senſes. 

A. Then, f perceive, that 
I muſt know what are the Or. 
dinary Operations of God, 
what 1s the known Courſe 
and what are the ſetled Lays 
of Nature, before I can be 


„FVV 


Miracles. A. Tes 


An Effay upon Miracles. 3 


_ 


B. Yes certainly; for how 
can you know which are Ex- 
ceptions to a Fule, unleſs 
nW you know the Rule firſt 


God works no Miracles with 


nReſpect to his own Power, 


for all Things are alike hard 


or eaſy to Him; but with 


Reſpect to his Laws, and to 


the Courſe of Nature (cried 
4. by Him. 


* How muſt I come to 


know the Rule, in this Caſe ? 


B. By your Experience, 


| Obſervation, and by the Uſe 


of your Senſes, concurring 
with the Experience, Obſer- 
yations, and Senſes of other 
People. The Operations that 
are conſtant, certain, and ex- 
pected, are thoſe we call the 


B 3 Ordi- 


n 
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Ordinary Ones. And that is 
the known Courſe of Nature, 
which is the common and 3 


the uſual one, with which we 
are well acquainted, and which 
creates no Wonder in us; 
and thoſe are the ſetled Laws, $ 


by which Things have been ; 
all along governd. I am 
content you ſhould remem- 8 


ber Mr. Hobb's Definition of 


a Miracle, — He ſays it i 
A Work, of God, beſide his Ope- 
ration by the way of Nature, or- 
daind in the Creation. But, 
unleſs we know his Operatt- 
ons by the way of Nature, 
and how things were or— 
dain'd in the Creation, we 
can never come to know, 
which and what a Work of 
God 
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An Eſſay upon Miracles. 5 
God is beſide ſuch natural 


Operation; and this we can 
only learn, by obſerving how 


things have all along gone, 
and how other People have 
alſo obſervd them to go. 
For as Miracles are extraor- 
dinary Operations of God, 
beſides and out of the way 
of Nature, ordaind in the 


Creation, and Appeal to the 


Senſes; ſo it muſt needs be, 


that the Senſes muſt be the 


ſole and proper Judges of 


what the way of Nature is, 
that was ordain d in the Cre- 


ation, which only can be 


known by Obſervation and 


Experience. 8 
A. Let me take you right 


at the beginning, I pray, that 


Ty I 
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I may give you the leſs trou- i 
ble hereafter. Miracles, you 
ſay, being ſo many Appeals F 
to our Senſes, thoſe Senſes Ml 
cannot otherwiſe judge of 
them, than by comparing 
their preſent Obſervations WW 
and Experience, with their 
paſt ones; and if they find 
that things are juſt the ſame 
that they have always been, 
and that nothing new has 
happened; then they con- 
clude, there is no Nurse 
This ſhews me plainly, that 
antecedent Obſervations of 
the Courſe of Nature, are 
neceſſary to the finding out 
what Operations are miracu- 
lous: And, I think, it will fol- 
low from hence, chat nothing 

new, 


—— 
* 
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new, ſtrange, prodigious, and 


aſtoniſhing, can be accounted 


properly miraculous, unleſs 
it thwart the common Courſe 
of Nature, and overthrow 
ſome ſetled Law of the Cre- 
ation: And therefore, altho' 
I wonder never ſo much at it, 
having never heard or ſeen 
the like, nor, it may be, any 
one elſe, yet I account 1t no 


Miracle, becauſe I know of 


no eſtabliſh'd Law of Na- 
ture that is ſubverted by it. 
By this Diſtinction, I ſhall 


ſave you the trouble, in our 


future Diſcourſe, of giving 
an Account of any thing, but 
what is properly miraculous. 


, for that part of your De- 
ſcription of Miracles, which 


B 4 ſays 


— 
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ſays, they are Appeals to our 
| Senſes, J am ſo well ſatisfied 
with it, that I know not what 
can be objected to it; nor 
can imagine how tis poſſible 
to judge of Miracles, but 
by our Senſes; and ſhall 
therefore take it for granted, 
that where the Senſes are not 
convinced of a Miracle, there 
neither is nor can be any Mi- 
racle. But is it quite ſo ſure 
that all Miracles are the O- 
perations of God? Can no 
created Being work a Mi 
racle ? 4 
B. Not by its own inhe- 
rent Power and Virtue, but 
by a delegated Power it may. 
The Courſe of Nature being 
ſetled by Divine Power, can 


be 


1 »Þ nas YAY © 
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be unſetled by no leſs : But 


God can yet commiſhonate 
the meaneſt of created Be- 

ings, with ſuch a Power, if 
he ſo pleaſe: But then you 


| ſee ey are but God's Inſtru- 


ments, which he makes uſe of 
in his working Miracles ; and 
therefore a Miracle wrought 
by the moſt ſuperiour Angel, is 
no more his own Work, thana 


Miracle wrought by themean- 


eſt Man living, would be His. 
Each is the Work of God a- 
like, whatever Difference 


chere may be betwixt the In- 


ſtruments. 

A. How can you tell but 
Spiritual Beings ( good or 
bad) may, by the Laws of 
their Creation, be Maſters of 

. ſuch 
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ſuch Force and Subtlety, as as | ö 
to be able to ſuſpend or in- 
terrupt the common Courſe 
of Nature, to overthrow its 
ſetled Laws, and work Mira: Wl 
cles? And if they be endu'd 
with ſuch a Power, how can 
we know whether, or when i 
they exerciſe it? Or how can 
we diſtinguiſh their Opera- 
tions from thoſe of God? i 
B. I have ſaid already, that 
no Power leſs than that of 
God, can unſettle that eſta- 
bliſh d Courſe of Nature, which 
no Power leſs than his could 
ſettle and eſtabliſn; and that 
for theſe Reaſons. 1. Becauſe 
it would argue a Defect of 
Power or Wiſdom, to leave 
the Laws of his Creation at 


the 


* 
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che Will and Mercy of cre- 
W atcd Beings; this would not 
be, to be the Supream Dire- 
E cor, Lord, and Governour, 
but co have Rivals, Che ques, 
WT nay, and Controllers 5 his 
Will and Empire. 2. Be- 
cauſe there could, indeed, no 
Uſe be made of Miracles, if 
any one but God could work 
them, independently on him, 
and at their Pleaſure. They 
could not manifeſt a Divine 
Pover, if any leſs could work 
them; nor could they atteſt 
to any ones being ſent of 
Cod, if any other than God 
could . ſuch Power, 
becauſe they might proceed 
from one as well as the other. 
| You could not know I came 
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Prot and was ſent by fi uche a9 
Prince, by my bringing his 
San along with me, if other 
People had the ſame Seal, and 
would lend it to others to uſe 
as they ſaw fit. This I ſhall 
6 4 occaſion often to inſiſt 

and you will find it fo 
jult a Conſequence hereafter, 
that I think you will never 
be able to deny it; and 
therefore if you conſider the 
Nature, Uſe, and Intent of 
Miracles, you will either find, 


that none but God can work 


them of his own inherent 

Power and Virtue ; or if cre- 
ared Spirits had that Power 
given them by God, yet that 
thy could not exerciſe it, 
but Wy — ion and Ap- 
pon 


— ; 
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W pointment ; which, whether, 
and why, it may ſometimes 
be given them, may be mat- 
ter of Enquiry, in the Pro- 
ceſs of our Talk. Let it ſuf- 
ce at this time, that J affirm, 
that none but God can work 
Miracles, but ſtill by what In- 

| "os and Agents he ſees 


A. May i be ſeaſonable to 


ask in this Place, whether it 
be proper to prove the Being 
of a God, by Miracles, to 
ſuch as believe there is no 
ſuch thing in the World? 


B. Miracles do certainly 


prove the Being of him who 

works them, becauſe nothing 

can act that does not exiſt. 
But properly ſpeaking, I think 


they 
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they rather ſuppoſe, than prove 
the Being of a God: They 
ſuppoſe his Exiſtence and prove 
his Power. If you could not 
convince an Unbeliever of 
the Being of God, from the 
Works of the Creation, pro- 
duc'd with ſo- much Wiſdom 
and Contrivance, and preſer- 


ved in ſo much Regularity 


and Order, according to ſet- 
led Laws and certain Rules, 
you would hardly do it from 
the Interruption of this Or- 
der, and from the Overthrow 
of theſe eſtabliſd Laws. But 
however I will not deny, that 
they may in ſome Caſes, and 
to ſome ſort of People, be | 
properly produc'd, to prove 
the Being of a God. 
A. But 


cer! 
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fer this his Seal to be put to 
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A. But what 1s the princi- 


pal and undeniable Uſe of 
| Miracles? 


B. Saving all other Uſes, 


and denying none that may 
be made of them, I think the 
Principal one is, the atteſting 

to the Miſſion of any Meſſen- 


ger of God, and giving him 


Credit with thoſe to whom 
he 15 ſent, i. e. the Man who 
ſays he comes from God, and 
W works Miracles to confirm 
the truth of what he delivers, 
is, for their ſake, to be be- 


lieved; becauſe, if none but 


God can work Miracles, we 


may well believe he will not 


W cxcrcifc ſuch Power, but to the 


atteſting what is true, nor ſuf- 
d- 
ny 


you threaten, methinks, to F 


tothe People of Iſrael, to let 


— * — 
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ny thing that 1s falſe. This $ 
is the principal Uſe of Mira. 
cles, they give Credit to them 
who ſay they are God's Meſ. 
ſengers, and we believe them 
upon their Account. 3 

A. Will you clear up this 
matter a little farther, for 


build a great deal upon it? 

B. Iwill; and will uſe the 
two great Inſtances of Mo- 3 
ſes __ Jeſus Chriſt, and de- 
fire you to make what reaſo- 
nable Exceptions you can to 
any thing I ſhall ray. When 


God had ſignified to Moſes, 
his Purpoſe go: ſending him 


them know, that He inten- 
ded to deliver them from 
their 


1 Eſſay 2p0n ; Miracles: 17 


| heir Bondage in Egypt, and 
i alſo to bid the King. of 
Egypt: let them go, Moſes 
Inſwered and faid ro God, 
rod. iv. 1. But behold they 
ill not believe me, nor hark- 
r unto my voice, for they will 
. the Lord hath not appeared 
arito thee. I am to go by thy 
Command, and tell the Peo- 
le, that the Lord hath ap- 
Z 1 unto me, and ſent me 
Wo prepare them for the great 
1 cliverance he is now about 
: WP york for them. The Meſ- 
age will undoubtedly be ve- 
5 acceptable to them, a Peo- 
le wearicd with intollerable 
Poorcdt ons; but how ſhall I 
onvince them of my Truth, 


1 Ind ſhew them that I was in. 
* deed 
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| deed ſent from God upon | 4 
this Errand ? Suppoſe that 
they ſhould ſay, as proba # 
they will The Lord hath mt | | 
appeared unto thee: What mul 5 
1fay or do, to prove I came : 
rar God ? And the Lord 11 
unto him, what is that in thin 
hand? and Moſes ſaid, a Rod iſ I 
And God ſaid, caſt it on tf 
ground, and he caſt it on * 
ground, and it became a $ een 
and Moſes fled from before it 
And the Lord ſaid, put l! 
thine hand, and take it by 1 I; 
tail ; and he put forth his Gaul 1 
and caught it, par it became if 
Rod in his hand. That the 
may know, that the Lord Gulf 
of alt Fathers, the God iſ 
* Iſaac, and Facob hal | 


a} 
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appeared unto thee. The turn- 
Wing a dead Stick into a living 
WScrpent, and the returning of 
chat Serpent to a Stick again, 


nd miraculous, that no Pow- 
r but God's is able to effect 
t. When therefore the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael! fee ſuch a Mi- 
Waclc wrought by thee, they 
ill immediately conclude 
Hou cameſt from me, and will 


ec. This is evident, that 
hc Power of working Mira- 


Wes with, was given him to 
b eſtify his Miſſion, to witneſs 
0880 the Hebrews that he came 
om God, and was to lead 
aim from their place of Bon- 
" | Cz 4 


I Ip thing ſo extraordinary 


Wclicve, I have appeared to 


les which God intruſted Mo- 
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dan and great Miſery, and 
conſequently, that they muſt 4 
obcy him, RB 
T | readily aſſent to all M 
you ſay, but muſt we not al- 
ſo add, that this great Power 
was given to Moſes, to con- 
vince the King of AÆgypt and 
his Subjects, that he was ſent 
ſcom God, and that therefore 
he muſt let the People go 
and ſacrifice in the Wilder · 
ncls ? © | 
B. Yes cer tainly; FO ſo 
God ſays himſclt, Exod. vii. oi 
When Pharoah ſhall ſpeak, unt 
you, ſaying, ſhew a Miracle fo 
you, then thou ſhalt ſay uni 
Aaron, take thy Rod, and 4 8 
it before ” char and it /ballc 
become a Serpent. ; 
A. Then 


Ar Effay upon Miracles 2 * 


A Then I muſt take it for 
granted, that the Power of 
working Miracles was given 
to Moſes, to give him credit 
both with the Jews and with 
the Agyptians; and both of 
chem were oblig gd, by virtue 
of theſe Credentials, to ac- 
knowledge he came from 


Cod, and conſequently to 
d, Ipelicve what he ſaid to them. 
But to this, methinks, there 


lies a plain Obj jection, that 
vill hardly be well anſwer- 
ed: Namely, that Zannes and 
Vanmbres, Agyptian Sorcerers 
£ nd Enchanters, when they 

ere call'd before the Kids 
Wand Court, to ſee what they 
Wcould do, threw down their 
WR ods, which were alfo turn'd 
C3. to 
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to Serpents : You know, tis 
ſaid, they alſo turned Waters 
into Blood, and alſo brought 
Frogs upon the Land, in the 
ſame manner that Moſes and 
Aaron did before them. Now iſ 
their Intent and Purpoſe in 
thus doing, being, I ſuppoſe, 
to convince Pharaoh and the 
Standers by, that there was 
no need of believing Moſes, 
or of letting the People of 
Iſrael go, becauſe of the Mi. 
racles they ſaw him work, 
ſince they themſelves did al. 
ſo work Miracles, and yall 
declared, that neither wal 
Moſes to be believed, nor the 
People ſuffered ro depart: 
Things, I ſay, being thus, hoy 
could Moſes's Miracles Poe 

1 ſ 
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his Miſſion from God, when 
the Magicians wrought the 
like, and ſaid, in effect, that he 
came not from God? Why 
is Moſes more to be believ'd 
than the Magicians, ſince 
they each of them wrought 
Miracles ? | 

B. I will give you what 
Anſwers arc A thought 


beſt, but to deal frecly, I 


think they are not fully ſatis · 
factory. Firſt then, it is ſaid, 
that the Rods of the 72 


lian Sorcerers were not turn d 
into real, but appearing Ser- 


pents; and that the Devil 


vho is a powerful and a ſub- 
tile Spirit, helped his Servants 
in this Caſe, and ſo impos'd 


upon the Senſes of the Stan- 
C 4 ders» 
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ders-by, that to them the 
Rods appeared to be Ser- 
pents, tho* indeed no real 
Change was effected. | 
A. Lett me ſay, as I think 
an egyptian might, to ſuch an 
Anſwer, that this is really what iſ 
we call begging the Queſtion. 
What if one of Pharaohs 
Courtiers ſhould reply after 
this manner; You ſay, that 
* Moſes his Rod being turn'd 
into a Serpent, gives an 
aſſured Teſtimony to his 
Miſſion, and ſhews convin- 
cingly, he came from God, 
and ought ro be bcheved: 
But here you ſce, that our 
Jannes and Fambres deny 
his Miſſion, and haye turn 
** ed their Rods into Ser- 
WH Co KF 5 pents 
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pents as well as He, and 
therefore are to be beliey'd 
as well as He. You tell 
us that our Senſes are de- 
ceiv'd, and impos'd upon 
by Diabolical Illuſions ; 
we ſay the ſame of Moſes, | 
and do affirm that your 
Senſes are as ſubject, and 


as like to be impos d upon 


as ours. You judge by 
your Senſes, that Moſess 
Rod was turn'd into a Ser- 
pent, becauſe it appeared 
to be a Serpent by its Co- 
lour, Shape, and Motion: 
The Abele uſe their 
Senſes as well as you, and 
to them, their Sorcerers 


* Rods are turn'd into Ser- 


pents, as they judge by the 
= 
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like Colour, Shape, a 
*. Motion. I do not knoy 
what could be anſwered to 
this Courtier, in favour of 
Moſes, that he would not ho- 
neſtly apply to Jannes and 
* alſo: And therefore 
am of the mind to think 
them all true Serpents alike, 
but am ſtill ready to be bet- 
ter inform d. 

B. Secondly, the Devil, it 
is ſaid, did 1 ſteal away 
the Sorcerers Rods, and in 
their ſtead, as ſecretly convey il 
cd true Serpents. 
A. What if he did? might 
he not as well do ſo with 
Moſess Rod too? or at leaſt, 
it is as eaſily ſaid by an Mgyp 
tian, that he did fo to Moſes, 
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as by an Hebrew, that he 
ſerv'd the Ægyptians ſo ; and 
km afraid this Anſwer gives 
us no Advantage. But where 
W were the Hebrews and Agyp- 
ſians Eyes all this while, that 
they made no Diſcovery of 
W this Fraud? Can the Devil 
ſo impoſe upon the Senſes, 
as that, if Men attend, they 
ſhall not diſcern his Couze- 
nage, and ſee when he re- 
moves Rods, and ſubſtitutes 
W Scrpents in their place? if 
ſo, how is it poſſible, to judge 
of Miracles by the Senſes? 
and if the Senſes may be ſo 
deceived, how are we ſure 
that Moſes's Rod was turned 

indeed into a Serpent? 


B. Why 


up, tho' he really touch it 
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B. Why, that ſeems plain, 
by his cating up all the o- 
ther Serpents. 

4. Not plain at all, if the 
Senſes are not to be ruſted 
For he that can remove a 
Rod from before my Eyes, 
and bring a Serpent in its 
ſtead, and I not ſee him do 
it, tho' I look on all the 
while, can as eaſily make me 
believe he cats that Serpent 


not; it is but deceiving the 
ſame Senſe. To ſpeak what 
I think, I wonder much, rhat 
ſo many Learned Men ſhould | 
take pains to ſolve this Mi- 
racle of the Rods, when there 
remain two others, as hard 7 
to be accounted for as that; 
_ 


as; 
Ws 
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5 3 


namely, the turning Water 
into Blood, and the bringing 
W Frogs upon the Land, as 
W Moſes did before them; for 
this the Scripture aſſures us 
the Ægyptian Sorcerers did. 
And will any one ſay, this 
Water was not turn'd into 
true Blood, nor real and ſub- 
ſtantial Frogs brought up, 
but that the Senſcs of the 
Agptians were all this while 
impos'd on by the Craft and 
Dexterity of the Devil? If 
any one ſhall affirm this, 
the Egyptian Courticr will 
again require, how it came to 
paſs, that his Countrymens 
enſes were only to be im- 
pos d upon, and thoſe of the 
Hebrems remain d clear, and 
not 


—— — 3 
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not to be deceiv'd? and 1 
am ſure I could not give him 
an Anſwer that ſatisfies my 
ſelf. 

B. But you ſee that Janne: 
and Fambres turn'd but a lit 
tle Water into Blood, and 
brought up but 4 few Frogs; 
whereas, Moſes's Performan- 
ces of theſe kinds, were mar: 
velouſly great. 

4. I do not ſee that very 
clearly; but I will take it for 
granted that ſo it was, and i 
ask you, Whether it is not, in 
Nature, as eaſy to turn ſix 
hundred Gallons of Water 
into Blood, as fix Quarts ! i 
and to bring up a Million of 
Frogs, as four and twen- 

ty? Out of the way of Na- 
: | ture, 
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ture, all things ſeem, to me, 
alike impoſſible, or alike poſ- 
ſible. Bring me a Man or 
Spirit, that can make a Fly, 
by his own Power, and I 
vill ſhew you one that can 
make an Elephant. I believe 
vou will own, that had the 
W Watcr-pots at the Marriage- 
Feaſt of Cana in Galilee, held 
but two or three Pints apiece, 
the Miracle of Chriſt the Lord 
had been as great, as it was 
lin turning the Water into 
= Wine) when they contained, 
x I cach of them, two or three 
& Firkins. 
B. Iagree with you; and 
therefore think, as you do, that 
all ſuch Solutions of Difficul- 
ties had better be ſpared, ſince 
EE they 
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they ſatisfie none that ſearch 
things throughly. But what 
do you ſay to this, that the 
Sorcerers could not remove 
the Plagues they brought u 
on the Land, which Moſes 
did ? and cherefore you ſec 
that Moſes wrought the Zou 
ter Miracles. 
A. Excuſe me Sir, if I can 
only ſee that he wrought 
more than they : For that cheſ 
he wrought were greater than 
thoſe the Sorcerers wrought, 
is not eaſy o__ him to ſec 
who believes at requires as 8 
much Power tõ make a little 
Serpent, as a great one that 
can eat him up; to turn fix if 
Spoons full of Water into 8 
B ood as ſix Quarts ; and to * 
N bring 
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F Pring up ten Frogs, as ten 


Whouſand. 
T B. You are then of opi- 


ec ion, that there is no diffe- 
p {Wcncc betwixt great and lit- 
ese Miracles; but ſure, more 


liracles will argue a greater 
ower, than a few will. What 
; y you to that?: 
4. I have already ſaid, that 
It of the way of Nature, 
| things are alike poſſible ; 


fe 

an d that he who can make 
ht, g Eel, can make a Dragon 
ce, he pleaſe ; ; he who by his 
en Power can give Ears Cad 
d Wcaring to the Deaf, can as 
hat ſily reſtore Sight to the 
fix ind, if he think fit. And 
ato for more Miracles arguing 


greater Power, than a fey, 
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I muſt, by my Principles, * 
perſwaded, that more Min 
cles do not argue a great! 
Power, than a few, but a 
gue a longer Uſe, and mor 
frequent Exerciſe of the ſan 
Power : Thus, to rurn Vail 
ter into Blood, is a Miracl 
and ſo it is to turn that Bloul 
into Water again; 1 kno 
not which is the great 
but he who does them boil 
works two Miracles; but if 
who works but one, has lf 
great a Power as he who ul 
wrought two, becauſe he if 
the ſame, tho not ſo E 
continued, or if you will, 
ſo often renewed to thi [ 
And tho the working mani 
racles will naturally gain : 5 
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Er Authority, yet that is, be- 
Huſe more People are con- 
Wrnd, and come to the 
I nowledg e of them; and 
ey = have ſeen more, 


ſan e better aſſur'd that their 
Wilnſes were not impos'd up- 
, chan if they had ſeen but 
loo e; for if they were cer- 
nol Winly perſwaded, that one 
cis certainly wrought, with- 
bol f t fraud, the ſeeing more 
ut Wought by the ſame Perſon, 

as Would give him no greater 
o thoricy with them, than he 
before. Thus, if y ou or 


Ie nould have ſeen our ” Child 
1, ol Wicd from the Dead, we 
bo duld as fully believe the 

an ron who did it, as if we 


ng Huld ſee the ſame Man raiſc 
DU: ww 
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alſo five more Children fronf 


the Dead; but then this Per. 


ſon would gain more Autho.8 
rity with other People, who 
were related to theſe fine 
Children, or were Spectatonili 
of theſe great Works. To 


ſee I take the Liberty you 1 
gave me of making what O 


jections I can; but it is, tha 
I may receive the greater 
tisfaction from your Anfwer 
for it is Truth alone I fel 
What Credit therefore coul 
the Miracles of Moſes giM 
him, when the Magician 
wrought the ſame, in Oppoſ 
ſition to his Authority, i 
three Miracles argue as grea 
a Power as thirty, and tho 
three were atteſted * 4 

T M 


ms 
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þ 


ume Senſcs that the thirty 


Wil 

erer? 

50% B. 1 cannot, I aſſure you, 
baer over all theſe Difficul- 
in Wics, with as much Eaſe as 


. cker People do, or rather 


al Whink they do. It thoſe, which 
rohe Sorcerers wrought, were 
Due Miracles, they were ei- 
thut er wrought by the Power 
a F God, or of the Devil; if 


che Power of God, then 
od wrought true Miracles 


il > confront the Authority 
opt Moſes, whoſe Authority he, 
anc the ſame time, eſtabliſh' d 


y other true Miracles, and 
W will be found acting in 
rei ppoſition to his own De- 
holMWisns. If by the Power of 
cnc Devil, then can the D. - 
ſam Dy 
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vil work true Miracles in Op 
poſition to God, and hoy 
ſhall we come to know which 
are of God, and which are «ff 
the Devil, and conſequenthj 8 
how ſhall they atteſt to th : 
truth of any Doctrines, iſ 
Powers ſo oppoſite can wort 
them? And on the oth 
hand, if the Miracles wrough® 
by the Sorcerers, were oni 
Cheats and meer Illuſions of 4 
the Senſes, how ſhall we dif ” 
to diſtinguiſh berwixt tif 
Miracles,, and appearing ona 
only, ſince the Senſes, , 
which alone we can uc 
may be ſo eaſily impos d u 
on, as to take Appearances inf 
true and real Miracles? Eithaf 
of theſe Suppoſitions, 


"% 
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Piffculties along with them. 
canonly promiſe to do my 
"i ſt to clear what I can of 
hem. I maintain then, i 
We first place, that the Devil 
Winſclt cannot work a true 
* Miracle independently on 
'Y od, or by his own innate 
Wower; and this, for Reaſons be- 
re laid down, page 10. Second. 
laſſure my ſelt, that He can 
2 Npoſe no falſe ones, on our 
enſes, if we exerciſe them as 
e may and ſhould, and take 
War care, and uſe that circum- 


eection, that it is in our pow- 
ö 


to do: Becauſe it would 
Wc the ſame thing, for God 
permit the Devil to work 
Wlſc and cheating Miracles, 
* by them, to impoſe upon 
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our Senſes, rightly exercis d 
as to let him work true ones: 
But of this, I ſhall have oc- 


caſion to ſpeak more hereat: 


ter. Thirdly, I believe that: 
when the ae of Mal 
work Miracles, they never do 
it by a Power deriv'd from 
the Devil, but are the Inſtru- 
ments which God 1s pleas dio 


uſe, and have their Power? 


from him alone for if thi 
Devil cannot himſelf woll | 
Miracles, he cannot commil-W 
ſionate another to do them 
nor communicate a Povwal 
that belongs not to hin 
However, I believe that Mai 
are, through their Folly, % 
norance, and great Wicked 


nels, ſo ſeduced. as to ey 
the 
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DIED EB SA - apts; 


the Devil has ſuch 4 Power 


himſelf, which he can alſo 
communicate to them; and 
that whenever they do any 
great Matters, they think they 


do them by a Power deriv'd 
from that bad Spirit, and that 


they are aſſiſted by him: And 
on the end theſe People 
aim at, is always evil, and the 
Eff ets miſchievous, theWorld 
is alſo inclin d to attribute all 
ſuch Works to the Power 
of the Devil: Not think- 
ing, perhaps, that this would 
be, to erect a Power cqual, 


| and corrival with that of God 


Almighty ; and forgetting, 
that God may have his Ends 
to ſerve, in permitting very 


wicked Men to be his Inſtru- 


ments, 


| 

h 
) 
* 
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ments, and to work Miracles, 
tho' they know nothing of 
him, nor intend him any Ho- 
nour, but think, at that time, 
of ſerving another Maſter 
and that they act by another's 


Authority. 


both, 


if he 


If my fſirſt Propo- 
ſition be true, that the Devil 
cannot of himſelf work Mi- 
racles, this third will follow 
unavoidably, that others can- | 
not, by any Power derivd 
from him. 
hinder me from believing, 
that God may ſometimes uſe 
both wicked Spirits and wick 
ed Men, as his Inſtruments, 
and work Miracles by chem 


pleaſe. 


But this does not 


Upon 


theſe Prinieindes- I find my ſelf 
oblig'd to believe, 


that theſe 


Mgyp- 


832 — * » 
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W #gyptian Sorcerers turn'd 
their Rods into Serpents, the 
Water into Blood, and 
brought up Frogs upon the 
Lagnd, by the Power of God 
alone, whatever they might 
think, or by whoſe Power 
ſoever they believed they 
acted. 

A. I am very loath to think 
otherwiſe, for the ſake of Con- 
ſequences that I cannot en- 
dure: But upon this, I muſt 
ask you two Queſtions. Firſt, 
If theſe Sorcerers did not be- 
lieve they could work ſuch 
wondrous Changes, how came 
they to be calPd by the King 
to do them, and how came 
they ro attempt it? One would 
be inclin'd to think, that 
| their 
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— — 


their former Succeſſes in this 
kind, had prepar d the King 
to expect it, and embolden d 
them to attempt this great 
Work. Secondly, What Ac- 
count can you give of Gods 
working theſe Miracles, by 
the hands of theſe Aigyptians, Þ 
to confront the Authority of 
Moſes, and in Oppoſition to 
his own Deſign, which was, 
by Miracles, toigive him Cre: 
dit with the Court of Ægypt, 
and with his own People ? 
B. If I could anſwer theſe 
Queſtions ſatisfactorily , all 
Difficulties ele, I think, would 
vaniſh : But you muſt be con- 
tent with the beſt I can, at 
preſent, do. In Anſwer there- 
fore to your firſt — 


\ 
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I fay, that the Ægyptians were, 
of all Mankind, the moſt ad- 
dicted to Enchantments, Sor- 
ceries, Predictions, and all 
that ſtrange and idle Trade 
of dealing with the world of 
W Spirits and Powers inviſible: 
I pretend not to know how 1t 
came to paſs, that they were 
buſied more about theſe 
things than other People; but 
ſo we find in all our Hiſtories, 
that it was in Fact; and all 
the World, eſpecially the Eaſt, 
endeavour'd to learn theſe 
= Matters of them. And Mo- 
ſes being learn'd in all the 
Learning of the Agyptians, 
was, I believe, accounted a 
Magician alſo, among them: 
as Daniel afterwards, and the 
| three 
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three Children, by being 
brought up in the Palace of 
the King of Babylon, and 
taught the Learning of the 
Chaldeans, (Dan. 1. 4.) came 


in time to be reckon'd up 


with, and accounted amongſt 
the reſt of the Magicians, Sor- 
cerers, and Aſtrologers of the 
Realm, and were accordingly 
conſulted upon great Occaſi. 
ons, Ch. i. 20. ii. 18. iv. 9. 
v. 11. Moſes, I ſay, being | 
brought up in Pharaoh | 
Court, and, (as St. Stephen 
ſays) learned in all the Wif- 
dom of the Egyptians, whuch 
ran exceedingly to Mathe- 
maticks, Hieroglyphicks, and 
Sublime Sciences, was very 
probably accounted a Ma- 

g1C1an, 


* 
: 2 
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gician, even before he made 


cheſe great Experiments. 


A. This I never conſider- 
ed before; but when I find 
that he was forty Years old, 
before it came into his Heart 
to viſit his People, and that he 
was all that while bred up at 
Court, and in the AÆgyptian 
Manners and Learning, Iam 


W inclind enough to think, he 
differed very little from o- 
ther Agyptian Students. It 


is not at all plain what No- 


tions he had of God himſelf, 


till God appeared to him; 
or at leaſt, till he fled from 
gypt, when being come to 
Years, (which were forty, by 
comparing Exod. ii. 11. with 
Acts vu. 23.) he through Faith, 
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refus'd to be call d the Son of 
Pharaoh s Daughter. Confi- 
dering all theſe things, I thinł 
it not improbable, that the 
Magicians who knew Moſes, 
his Education, Maſters, Stu- 
dies, and Learning in all the 
Ægyptian Wiſdom, ſhould 
think him like one of them- 
ſelves : But I know not what 
Uſe you will make of this, 
ſuppoſing it all to be true. 
B. No other Uſe than this, 
that Pharaoh ſhould think the 
Magicians of his Court equal | 
to Moſes, and ſhould there- | 
fore ſend for them, to ſe 8 
what they could do; and that 
the Magicians ſhould believe 
ſo too, and thereupon attempt 
to do as he did: They had 
N pro- 
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probably heard, that Moſes's 
Rod was turn'd into a Ser- 
W pcnt, to convince the Chil- 
W dren of Iſrael of his Miſſion, 
before he practiſed in the 
Sight of Pharaoh; and there- 
fore when call'd by him to 
do the like, they came pre- 
Wpard with Rods, and with 
their muttering Incantations, 
threw them on the Ground, 
in the ſame manner that Mo- 
es did: And in their other 
Performances exactly imitated 
him, as appears from their 
Hretching out their Rods, and 
Writing the Duſt of the Land, 
Wo bring forth Lice, juſt as 
Moſes did before them: So 
What I do not fee there is any 
Wncccthty, that their antece- 
g E dent 
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dent great Performances, 
ſhould have diſpos'd the King 
to expect they ſhould work 
Wonders now, nor have em 
boldned them to attempt the 
doing the like again, whenever 
call'd upon to do it. But, tha 
thinking themſelves in al 
points as great Men as Moſe 
was, they ſhould hope to do 
all that he did. This I thin 
may be ſufficient to account 
for the Boldneſs of their At 
tempt; I would I could s 
eaſily account for the Succeh 
of it. Tis no great matte 
for Men of a forbidden C 
rioſity, ignorant of the waſ 


dreadful Superſtition, and lei 
ſwaſion of the Power of Sp 
in 
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es,; MW cics and Demons inviſible, to 
ing believe they can do great 


things by their Invocation, 
Wand abominable Ritcs us d to- 
vwards them. But how it 
comes to paſs that 'God per- 
mits them, by ſuch 3 
ul Events, to continue in 
their Deluſi on, is a thing nor 
Wcaly co ſolve; but yer I will 
Witcempe it, * Anſwer to 
our ſecond Queſtion, which 
Nas; Why God ſhould work 
. ire great Miracles by the 
Wands of Jannes and Fambres, 
Wo contront the Authority of 
Naoſes, which he eſtablühe by 
; great Miracles; acting, as it 
ere in Oppoſition to him- 
It and to his own Deſign, 
Which was, to give him Cre- 
E 2 dit 
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dit with the Hebrews and . 
gyptians ? | muſt then pre- 
miſe, in the firſt place, that if 
no ſufficient Reaſon could be 
alledged, why God ſhould 
permit theſe. wicked Sorce- 
rers, to work three great Mr 
racles, it would not prejudice 
the Cauſe in hand; it would 
not follow from our Weak- 
neſs, that he did not actual 
ly permit them; the matter of 
Fact is certain. Nor would 
it follow, that they wrought 
them by the Power of Satan, 
and his Aſſiſtance; for that 
I take for granted, believing 
firmly that if God had given 
the Devil that Power at large, 
no Miracles could be of uſe 
to teſtify the Miſſion * | 
10. 
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Prophets. But this would on- 
ly follow certainly, that God 
can do himſelf, and permit 
others to do, many things, of 

which we can give no Ac- 

count, and for which we can 

aſſign no ſufficient Reaſon ; a 

W Conſequence we need not be 

© aſhamed of. Bur, ſecondly, we 

may conjecture, that God 
might permit theſe Sorcerers 
to work three Miracles, the 
better to convince them that 
there was a Power ſuperiour 
co all others, to that of Na- 
ture, or whatever Spirits or 

Demons they had before 

truſted to, or thought them- 
ſelves aſſiſted by; for we may 
well believe, they had never 
| wrought ſuch Miracles be- 

r E 3 fore, 
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fore, if any at all; and this 
Power they might find to be 
the ſame that aſſiſted Moſes, 
and thereupon might con- 
clude, that this Power was 
able to deliver the Hebrews 
out of Pharaoh's hand, and 
therefore might perſwade the 
King, (who adviſed with 
them, and truſted much to 
chem) to let the People go, 
and ſacrifice, as was required, 
I do not find there i is any thing 
hard or abſurd, in ſuppoſing 
theſe Magicians convincd, by 
the Miracles they wrought | 
themſelves, of a Divine Pow 
er. ſuperior to any they had 
tried or known before, and IM 
that this Power was the ſame | 
by whoſc Aſſiſtance Moſs 

JC wrought , 
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wrought his Miracles, as they 
did theirs; and this being 
laid, the reſt might follow 
calily. 3 . 
A. But, when they came to 
turn the Duſt into Lice, as 
Moſes had done, and found 
chey were not able to do it, 
they cried out, that this was 
be Finger of God: Does not 
this ſignify, that they did not, 
till now, ſee or believe the 
hand of God was in it? and 
conſequently, were not con- 
vinc'd, that God wrought 
theſe three Miracles, either by 
Moſes or themſelves? but that 
they came to paſs by Art 
Magic, or they knew not 
how. 4 


E4 B. There 


| 
| 
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B. There is an Appearance 
of truth in what you fay ; but 
in my Opinion, a little Rea- 
ſon and Obſervation might 
ſuffice to ſhew them, that the 
hand of God was full as great 
in turning Rods into living 
Serpents, Water into Blood, 
and bringing up Frogs upon 
the Land, as in turning Duſtin 
to “ice whoſe matter may ſeem 
much more prepared for ſuch 
a Change, than that of the 
other Bodies for the Changes 
which they underwent. Can 
any one imagine, there 1s | 
more appearing Difficulty, in 
turning Duſt into Lice, than 
a little Wand into a Serpent? 
or can one find, that the do- 
ing the e ſhould ſhew the 

finger 
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Pager of God viſible, and the 
atter require no ſuch great 


Dower to effect it? Ido Sn 


ore think, that now was the 
me they went to Pharaoh, 


o tell him, that the God who 
rought theſe Miracles, was 
ertainly the moſt powerful 
f all Beings, and therefore 
at his Servant Moſes muſt 
e hearkened to, and the He- 
ews ſuffered to depart ; af- 
r they were ſufficiently con- 
inc A themſelves, that the 
ower by which cheſe Mira- 


es were wrought, was able 
do what he pleas d, they 


—— d to perſwade the 


Wing, but the Text ſays, that 


hearhened not unto them. 
hey found indeed, that they 
could 
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could work no more Mira. 
cles; were they thereby con. 
vinced, that thoſe they had 
already wrought, were not 
wrought by God? then muſ 
they alſo think, that thoſe of 
Moſes were no better than 
their own, and conſequently 
were not wrought by God lf 
If they had ſeen any greafi 
difference betwixt the Mini 
cles of Moſes and their own 
they would have ſcen at fir} 
that the finger of God was 
in it; but ſeeing no ſuch di- 
ference, they might well con: 
clude they were both wrought 
by the ſame Power, and cam 
to acquaint the King with ib 
When therefore they ſay— 
this is the finger of God, | 

W 
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vould not underſtand them 
to mean, his turning Duſt 1 
Iice is the finger of God,” 
contradiction to the ja oo 
foregoing Miracles, as if they 
ſhewed no ſuch finger or pow- 
ler of God-— but -— this 
hole Tranſaction, all this 
powerful Operation, all theſe 
Miracles together, evidently 
emonſtrate, that the hand of 
Cod is in this whole matter 
End that none but he could 
Pring ſuch mighty things to 
paſs, and therefore it were 
beſt to yield to this invincible 
Neceſſity, 
A. So that you imagine, 
God permitted theſe Enchan- 
crs to work ſome Miracles, 
Avg a 40 
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in order to convince them 
of his Almighty Power. 
B. Ido fo, and cannot tel 
how any Man could reſiſt ſuch 
Evidence: And I think their 
diſappointment in attempt- 
ing the fourth Miracle, ſeryd 
the better to perſwade them 
that the foregoing ones could 
not be wrought by Art Mx 
gick, for if they could, they 
might have ſtill gone on; for 
I ſay again, that to turn Duſt 
into Lice, has nothing grea- 
ter, nothing more apt to de. 
terr from undertaking it, than 
the turning Rods into Ser. 
pents, or Water into Blood. 
But the being ſtop d, might 
only convince them, that the 
Power which had hitherto a- 
FOW: a 


* 
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; ſited them, would no longer 
Edo it. 

4. Mcthinks, you quickly 
turn theſe Magicians into ve- 
Try good Men. 1 
B. Not ſo faſt I beſeech 


Vd vou; for there is no need of 
m thinking better of them, than 
uld ¶ that coming with impious and 


diabolical Intentions to over- 


hey N throw the Authority of Moſes, 
for they were ſoon convinced both 
ul Wby his, and their own Mira- 
ter cles, that the great God was 
de. the Author of them, and 
nal Went and told the King as 
Ser. much: I know not of any 
ood Wrther Influence theſe things 
1el:d upon their Minds. And 
t deve find Ch. ix. 11. that theſe 
oo W\i:vicians were themſelves 
ita plagued 
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plagued with the Boils, and 
could not ſtand before Moſes 
ſo that tho' they acknowledged 
the Power of God, yet they 
were not thereby made th: 
better Men. You know it 1s 
no new thing, for God to 
ſerve himſelf of his Enenug 
and to conſtrain them to con- 
feſs his Power and Majeſty.| 
But this is all the difference 
betwixt me and other People 
that they make thoſe Enchan-· 
ters acknowledge the Po 
and Finger of God, in the 
turning Duſt into Lice ; and 
T make them acknowledge 
them for that, and all thi 
Works that went before it) 
for thoſe they wrought then 
felves, as well as thoſe thal 

* _—— 
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God whe permit theſe Sor Sor: 
cerers to work theſe three M. 
racles, to harden Pharadj 
Heart, and make him ſtill mon 
obſtinate in his Reſiſtance an 
Refuſal to let the Pcopk 
20. 

A. To tell you the trut 
I ſhould be very much troub 
led, that you ſhould maketh 
good, it looks ſo ſtrange 
{ro ſay no worſe) on God! 
part: But I know not how tif 
reject a Truth, (if it can off 
plainly made out) for til 
ſake of an untoward G 8 
N 

B. It is not for you or 
to make what Truths wil 
like, but to make the beſt U 


we can of what we find mai 
8 


ſtories, but you will find 


| Whis Character made good. 


Ibe King of it, to all his o- 
her Wickedneſ?, added the 


| oy violent and cruel Op- 
Wee 10n of the Hebrews, Pro" 9 


rere his born Subjects 
0 certainly, nothing cath 


of ore provoke a merciful and 


ſt God to Anger, than to ſee 


* Prince, ho is appointed by 
Win to > do Juſtice; and ſhew 
F Mer- 
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to our hands. Let us look 
{Sno the Hiſtory as carefully 
Ws may be. Ægypt was cer- 
Wainly che Spring and Foun- 
Wain of Idolatry, the very 
Fink of all impure Abomina- 
Wions both in Worſhip and 
yn Practice ; you cannot read 

f it in Sacred or Profanc 


. ²˙—˙w——— ps 
8 1 — 


—_— 


66 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 


Mercy to all his People, and 
to make them happy under a Hb. 
wiſe and righteous Admini— 
ſtration; to ſee him exerciſe 
his Power in plaguing them, 
and making them moſt mi- 
ſerable, by moſt exorbitant 
Exactions, and a moſt rigo- 
rous and unjuſt Oppreſſion of 
their Liberties. This was the 
Caſe of AÆgypt and its King, 
with reſpect to Iſrael, as you 
may ſee Exod. i. 13, 14.16. For 
theſe Reaſons, God did jultly 
reſolve both to puniſh Agypt, 
111. 7, 8, 9. and reſolve morc- 
over to make his Puniſhment 
remarkable, and his Judg- 
ments molt notorious, that 
all che neighbouring World 
might ſce, and dread the Ex- 

ES 
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Cle He was now alſo a- 
bout to execute his Promiſe 
made to Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, to give their Seed the 
Land of Canaan, to eſtabliſh 
them a People, and ſet up his 
Name amongſt them. To 
make them the more remark- 
ble in the ſight of all the Na- 
ions round, he reſolvd to 
ring them out of bondage, 
With an high hand and firetclt 
d-out arm, that every one 
ght ſee the ſingular Favour 
e bore to them. And to 
hs end he intended to work 
rcat Miracles, which he fore- 
nm Pharaoh would harden 
mſelf againſt, but which 
ould Os. the Deliverance 
1 more 
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more conſpicuous, in the ff | 
yes of all the World. | 
"wo I muſt then allow, you b 
think, that whena Nation has, d 
by its crying Sins and Wick. 
edneſs, made it ſelf fit for 
God's Judgments, he may, 
with Juſtice, execute them up- 
on it, in ſuch a manner as 
ſhall tend moſt to his Glory, 
the Diſcouragement of Sin, 
and the ſhewing forth his Ha- 
tred of it, even by giving 
them more Opportunities of 
offending againſt him, and op- 
poſing his Will, altho he know 
5 will make that uſe of hi 
Judgments and Inflictions. 
B. You muſt ; and I hope 
you ſee there is no Iniquity 
in ſuch a Proceeding, ſup- 
_ poking 
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poſing theſe Judgments are 
juſtly due, and a Puniſhment 
but equall to their Offences. 
Now all theſe Miracles that 
were wrought in Agypr, pro- 
duced thoſe Judgments that 
were to puniſh its Offences ; 
and tho' God ccrtainly knew 
that they would have no effect 
on Pharaoh, but harden him 
the more toa Refuſal of com- 
plying with his Will, yet were 
they but juſt Expreſſions of 
his Anger, and a juſt Puniſh- 
ment of their Wickedneſe, 
| Conſider theſe Plagues by 
themſelves, and you will find 
them due to the Sins of . 
Yptz conſider them as wrought 
miraculouſly, and then they 
were to let the King and Peo- 


F 3 ple 
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ple know, that God was the 


5 of them, and intend- 
ed thereby to puniſh them, 


and to obtain his Will of 
them, in caſe they would 
not hearken to his Servant 


Moſes. 


A. But God's foreſeeing 
that theſe miraculous Judg- 
ments would not moye the | 
King, but harden his Heart 
farther, and yet continuing to 
multiply them, makes it look, 
as if he deſigned to harden 
him the more, to make him 


fitter for more Judgments. 


B. I think not; and if you 
conſider well what has been 
ſaid, you will find, that God 


brought upon Pharaoh thel 


miraculous Judgments, not 


to 
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to harden him the more, but 
to ſhew his Hardneſs the more, 
to the World. They were 
juſt Puniſhments for. paſt Of- 
fences, and Cautions againſt 
farther Obſtinacy ; and God's 
knowing that Pharaoh would 
be but the more hardened by 
them, does not ſhew that God 
intended thereby to harden 
him the more; nor did the 
Uſe that God knew Pharaoh 
would make of his Judg- 
ments, make it more reaſo- 
nable for him not to inflict 

them, when due. | 
A. I am glad of this, that 
God did not harden Pharaoh's 
Heart on purpoſe, by work- 
ing Miracles; but that he 
wrought them for other juſti- 
Fi hable 
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fiable ends, tho' he knew 
Pharaoh would indeed be har- 
dened by them: I may fay 
then, that theſe miraculous 
Judgments, were the Oppor- 
tunities of ſhewing Pharaoh's 
Heart intolerably hardened, 
who would not be moved by ne 
them; And I may ſay, that v. 
this is the Reaſon why God, 
in many places of Scripture, 
is ſaid to harden Pharaoh's 
heart, tho in as many more, 
Pharaoh is ſaid to harden bi 
own heart. But pray what 1s 
all this ro his ſuffering the 
Sorcerers to work their Mi- 
racles? Iam not very clear 
in the Connexion of theſe 
matters: Let it be allowed, 
that Moſes's Miracles were 

wrought 


** n * - 
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_—_ 


wrought for theſe ends, and 
God's proceedings juſtified in 
dealing with this wicked King 
and People; yet what does 
this relate to the Magicians 
doing ſo great Miracles? 
B. The Order and Con- 
nexion of things is this. I 
was conjecturing, that God, 
it may be, might permit the 
Egyptian Enchanters to work 
three Miracles, (as he permit - 
ted Moſes to work eleven) 
that Pharaoh's heart being 
thereby the more hardned, 
be might carry his Reſiſtance 
higher, and God might gain 
the greater Glory by the De- 
liyerance of his People, with 
more aſtoniſhing Signs and 
Wonders, and the World 


take 
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take much greater Notice of 
his Power and Majeſty. At 
this you were uneaſy, that 
God ſhould be thought to 
work Miracles, on purpoſe, MW 
as it were, to harden Pharaoh's ! 
heart; and I was cndeavour- W ' 
ing to ſhew you, that there was MW © 
no Iniquity in this Proceeding W 2 
on God's part, becauſe theſc / 

( 

ht 


miraculous Judgments were 
but juſt Puniſhments of Pha. 


raoh's great Wickedneſs, and V 
impious Obſtinacy ; and that 7a 
altho God knew he would th 
but harden his Heart the mor th! 
under them, yet it would ne-: fin 
vertheleſs be juſt to inflit I th: 
them, and God would ſerye / an. 
himſelf of this hardneſs, to He 

Wa: 


great Purpoſes. And if tho 
3 might 
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might be allowed of, with 


G to Moſes's Miracles, 


it might alſo be allowed with 
reſpect to thoſe of the En- 
e whoſe working Mi- 
racles did alſo harden Pha- 
raoh's heart, as appears, Ex- 
od. vill. 19. then the Magici- 
ans ſaid to Pharaob, this is the 
finger of God, and Pharaohs 
heart was hardued. and he 


hearkened not unto them. He 


was neither moved at the Mi- 
racles they wrought, nor at 
the Confeſſion they made, that 
they were wrought by the 
finger of God, and te Stop 
they found to their working 
any more. He hardned his 
Heart under every thing that 
was ſaid or done, by them, 

or 
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or Moſes. I look upon their 
Caſe to be much the ſame 
with that of Moſes, ſo that if 
God might, with Right and 
Juſtice, work Miracles by Mo. 
ſes, to harden Pharaoh's heart 
(in the Senſe before mention- 
ed) he might do the ſame by 
the Magicians ; and it ſeems 
to me, a great aggravation 
of his Obſtinate Impiety, that 
when his own Servants (who 
came with Minds as ill diſ 
pos d as his) came and told 
him that the finger of God 
was in all theſe Operations, 
and that they were themſelves 
convincd of the truth of 
Moſes's Miſſion, that he ſhould 
nor hearken to them, but 

harden 
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harden his heart the more - for 
what they ſaid to him. 

A. Iyield you that, that 
Pharaoh was a very wicked 
Prince, but weare now, me- 
thinks, come to the force of 
the Objection that I firſt 
made ——that Pharaoh could 
not be fo much to be con- 
demn'd, for not being con- 
vinc d by the Miracles he ſaw 
Ae ==_ by. reaſon he ſaw 
them wrought i in Oppoſition 
to each other. Moſes s Mira- 
cles were to convince the 
King that he came from God; 
Let us ſee ( ſays the Ki) 
what our own Magicians can 
do, before we give this Man 
credit, and let them firſt be 
called; you know, that when 

they 
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they came, they did as Moſes 
did : Why is Moſes now to 
be believ'd more for his Mi- 
racles, than the Magicians ? 
B. Becauſe the Magicians 
came themſelves to the King, 
and confefs' d, that Moſes 
wrought his Miracles by the 
finger of God. 

2 Did they at the ſame 
time confeſs, . they them- 
ſelves had but cozen'd and im- 
poſs'd upon him and his Court; 
and had indeed wrought 
no Miracles, all the while he 
thought they had ? this Inge 
nuity might have had fome 
good Effect upon him. 
B. Pharaoh, you may be 

ſure, was Judge of that; had 


cles, 
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they not wrought true Mira 
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cles, he could not have har- 
dened his Heart under them, 
as the Scriptures ſay he did. 
The beſt of your Objection 
b, that the Miracles the Ma- 
gicians wrought were true 
Miracles, and therefore how 
could the Miracles of Moſes 
convince them, when the Ma- 
gicians Wrought true Mira- 
les in Oppoſition to him? 
He muſt therefore believe nei- 
her. And the beſt Anſwer 
o this, that I can think on, 
5 this, that the Magicians did 


Miracles they had themſelves 


he lame Power of the ſame 
bod, and to the ſame Intent 


Nalmsec- 


s good as confeſs, that the 


rought, were wrought by 


hat Moſes's were wrought, 


— —— ot 2 — 
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namely, to puniſh Ægypt and 
its King, and to convince 
them that Moſes was to be 
hearkened to, and the Hebreys 
ſuffered to depart, as God re- 
quired. For tho' the Magi. 
cians came with wicked Dif 
poſitions, to ſer themſelves a: 
gainſt Moſes, and uſed all 
their wicked Arts and Incan- 
tations, Mutterings, and dis 
bolical Ceremonies, to work 
Miracles equal to thoſe of 
Moſes , ſi might perhaps 
think at firſt; that they did, 
what they did, by the aff 
{tance of Spirits and Demons, 


contrary to the God of M ; 
ſes, yet afterwards they night ¶ 1. 
come to ſce and know, that I bor 


it was not fo, but that they 
acted 


- 
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acted by the ſame Power that 
Moſes did, and were only 
made inſtrumental to puniſh 


fgypt the more. And (as 


I have already ſaid) their 
Conteſſing the finger of God 


to be in all this matter, does 


as good as confeſs, that they 
were now convinc'd of the 


Power of God, and of the 


truth of Moſes's Miſſion, and 
therefore that the King muſt 
let the People go. But the 
King would now hearken no 
more to them, than to Moſes. 
| 4 Why ſhould he? me- 
Iz they defery*d equal Cre- 
It. | 

B. So they did, and he 
hould have believed them 
both, atteſting the ſame truth, 
G by 
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by Miracles much alike ; 
namely, that Moſes was ſent 
of God, and wrought Mira- 
cles to atteſt his Miſſion, and 
was to be hearkened to. 
A. You have given, I con 
feſs, a new turn to this Affait, 
to make the Miracles of the 
Magicians to atteſt the truth 
of Moſes's Miſſion, and to 
make the King more fault) 
for not believing what hi 
_ own Enchanters ſaid to him. 
B. You ſee the bottom! 
go upon; the Scriptures fay, 
that the Magicians confelſsd 
to Pharaoh, that the finger of 
God was 1n this matter ; and 
the ſame Scriptures ſay, that 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, 
and he hearkned not unt 
= them; 
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them ; which is a plain Con- 


demnation of ſuch his Obſti- EN. 
nacy and Deafneſs. So that 


we are not now to conſider 
the Miracles of the Enchan- 
ters, as wrought in Oppoſi- 
ton to Moſes, (whatever they 
themſelves at firſt intended) 
but in confirmation of the 
truth of his Miſſion, as the E- 
vent juſtified, namely, the 
Confeſſion of the Enchanters 
themſelves, 

A. I perceive that this 
thing lies at the bottom of 
your Heart, viz. that none 
but God, and thoſe commul- 
loned by him, can work true 
Miracles ; and therefore you 
have been at all theſe Pains, 


i 


G 2 * 


) 


to ſhew what might move 
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God to permit theſe Enchan- 
ters to work three mighty Mi 
racles: And whether you have 
hitupon oy true Cauſe or no, 
know not; but the Effect 
I cannot chu: but be pleaſed 
withal, namely, the Confeſſi- 
on and Acknowledgment of 
Gods Power by the Magi f 
cians themſelves, and the Uſe 


God made of it, viz. the I. 
hardening Pharaoh's heart the ll << 
more; or rather, the Oppor Ic 
tunity offered by i 1 ſtew thi 


ing his heart the more hard- 
ned, which God ſerved him- 
felf of to gain to himſelf the 
greater Glory, and to make 
his Power the better known, | 
in bringing forth his People; 
a thing he always had in hi 
View. nl 
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B. Jou take me right; for 
I can never believe the Devil, 
or any other, by his Aſſi ſtance, 
can work true Miracles, in 
Oppoſition to God : nor can 
believe that any falſe ones 


can be wrought by the Devil 
or his Agents, ſo as to im- 


W pole upon the Senſes of a ſo- 
ber, prudent, and attentive 
Perſon, where Truth 1s con- 
cern d. Upon theſe Grounds 
deny, that the Devil wrought 
theſe three Miracles by the 
Magicians ; and deny his 
Power ſo to impoſe uponthe 
Senſes of Pharaoh and all his 
Court, as to make them be: 
lieve they were true Miracles, 
when indeed they were but 
mere Deceptions and Illuſi- 


G 3 Ons, 
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ons. And from thence I con- 
cluded, that God permitted 
the Magicians to work three 
Miracles, of which he made 
this Uſe, to extort from them 
a plain Confeſſion of his Su- 
pream Power; and this other, t 
that Pharaoh's heart was here n 
by the more hardned, and his p 
Reſiſtance carried higher, s 
which illuſtrated the Power L 
of God the more, and the hi 
great Favour that he bare un: MW o! 
to his People, in delivering MW gr 
them with a ſtretched-out Arm, W wt 
and with great Judgments, as to 


he himſelf is Deas d to cxprels WM va 
it, Exod. v1.6. fin 

A. You would have me ter 
then, upon the whole matter, M to 
believe, that God wrought the 


thek 
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theſe great Miracles by the 
Agyptian Sorcerers, to give 
Moſess Miſſion credit; (as in- 
deed their own Confeſſion 
ſhews they did) tho he made 
other uſe alſo of them: So 
that we muſt not attend ſo 
much to the Mind and Paur- 
poſe with which theſe Magi 
cians entred (as it were) the 
Liſts with Moſes, to confront 
him, nor to the Imaginati- 
ons they might have of the 
grcat Power by which they 
wrought ſome Miracles, as 
to the Event of them, which 
was their Confeſſion, that the 
finger of God was in this mat- 
ter. This, you think, atteſts 
to Moſes s Miſſion, which 1s 


the very end of Miracles you 
. firſt 


— — 
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firſt laid down, which was w 
(you ſaid) to give the Meſ- ty 
ſengers of God credit, un eith de 
cthole to whom they were of 
ſent in his Name. Bur, Sur, M 
you know it has been all a 


long the Opinion of all the Bl: 
World, that the Ægyptian En ¶ up: 
chanters wrought their Mira- the 
cles by the Power of the De- W the; 
vil : thir 

B. I know it very well; W tur; 
and I grant, you ſee, that MW pcni 
the Enchanters might at firit ¶ and 
believe ſo too : But I would W Lan; 
have the World undeceivd, had 
as well as I think the En- Nh, 
 chanters themſelves at laſt the f 


were. And pray, when you Min «| 
meet it, will you ask the Mthoſe 
World theſe few (Queſtions, ther 


which 
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which you and I have had be: 
tween. us? 1/t, Whether it 


docs ot think that the finger 


of God was as much ſeen in 
Moſes's turning the Rod into 
a Serpent; the Waters into 
Blood; and bringing Frogs 
upon the Land ; as in turning 
the Duſt into Lice? 2dly. Whe- 
ther the Enchanters did not 
think that they themſelves had 
turn'd their Rods into Ser- 
pents, the Waters into Blood, 
and brought Frogs upon the 
Land, as certainly as Moſes 
had done? and conſequent- 
ly, whether they did not ſee 
the finger of God as much 


in ther own Works, as in 


thoſe of Moſes ? 3dly. Whe- 
Ither the Enchant would 
have 


— —— — I OI 
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have attempted to have turn- 
ed Duſt into Lice, (as it 1s 
plain they did attempt) if 
they had thought the finger of 
God more neceſſary to per- 
forming that Miracle, than 
the three foregoing ones 
4thly. Whether therefore, up 
on the whole matter, when 
they acknowledged the finger 
of God in the Works of Mo- 
ſes, they did not alſo effectu- 
ally acknowledge that the 
ſame Power had wrought by 
themſelves, thoſe three great 
Works, altho' they knew uit 
not, nor own d it, till the) 
were diſappointed in ther 
laſt Attempt? Theſe Queſti 
ons will take in the whole o 
what we have been talking 


Coll. 
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concerning the Enchanters. 
And now I come again to 
you, to ask you concerning 
the Power of the Devil, by 
which you fay the World has 
hitherto ſupposd that theſe 
Enchanters wrought their Mi- 
racles. Do you ſo under- 
ſtand it, that the Devil has 
an inherent Power of his own 
to work Miracles indepen- 
dently on God, and can com- 
mit that Power to other A- 
gents ? if you do, you mult 
hew me, what Difference 
there is betwixt God and the 
Devil, in reſpect to Miracles: 
and how I ſhall know which 
of them acts; or if this can 
not be ſhewn, (as I doubt it 
much) then we muſt be to 

| ſeek 
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ſeek of what Uſe Miracles can 
be; and I think you will 
find them to be of none at 


all. 

A. No; But God may per- 
mit the Devil to communi- 
cate his Power to wicked A. 
gents, who ſhall work Mi. 
racles. | 
B. Pray what need we go 
ſo much about, when the way 
is ſo ſtrait to the ſame Place 
Is it not much eaſter, and 
much more reaſonable to lay, 
that God may ſee fit to make 
wicked Men his own Inftru- 
ments, in working Miracles; 
then that he permits the De- 
vil to make them His? I afhrm | 
poſitively, that if the Devil 
has any Power to work Ms 
racks 
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racles, he has it from God, 


and can only exerciſe it, when 
God permits him; and I 


affirm moreover, that =, It 
any time, the Devil can give 
Commiſſion to Men to work 
Miracles, he can never do it, 
but when God permits him, 
and for Purpoſes permitted 
by God. And pray then is it 
not as fit, and as likely, that 
God ſhould give the Magici- 
ans Power to work Miracles, 


as that he ſhould give the 


ſame Power to the Devil, and 
jet the Devil give it to the 
Magicians 2 For my own 
part, I think God's Honour, 
Juice, and Goodneſs, are 
all as ſafe, when Men are his 
laſkruments, as when he uſes 
the Devil. A. But 


— 
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A. But is it not as bad, 
that God ſhould permit wick 
ed Men to work Miracles 
for wicked Purpoſes of their 
own? 

B. Not quite ſo bad, be- 
cauſe the World is not ſo rea- 
dy to believe wicked Men act 

= their own Power, as that 
the Devil does, nor conſe- 
quently ſo liable to be ſedu- 
ced by one of their own fel. 
low Creatures, as by that 
owerful ſubtile e, But, 
E that as it will, I would 
have you, henceforwards, 
make but little reckoning of 
the Inſtruments God uſes in 
working Miracles, whether 


good or bad Men, for he has 


3 uſed both; and 
| "aflur 
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aſſure your ſelf, that what- 
yer Purpoſes wicked Men 
may have, true Miracles can 
never ſerve any other Purpo- 
ſes than thoſe of God; And 
let the Magicians come with 
what Purpoſes they will, tis 
no great matter, they ſhall 
be able to do no more than 
God permits them, to ſerve 
his Own Deſigns. 

A. But at this rate, the De- 
vil may be an impotent and 
harmleſs Spirit, and wicked 
Men the Inſtruments of all 
Wickedneſs. „ 
B. The Devil can never 
be harmleſs, becauſe his In- 
tentions are evermore mali- 
ous, and bent on the doing 
iſchief to Mankind, He 
goeth 
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goeth about ſeeking whom We 5 
may devour ; and for his Pow- 
er or Impotence, it depends arie 
entirely on God, how far he 
will reſtrain or limit him; 
we do not know, how great 
his Natural Powers, in which 
God created him, were; nor 
how much he loſt, by falling 
from his Innocence and Obe 
dience ; nor conſequently hoy 
much is, ſince that, left to 
him. I am inclin'd to think, 
that the Supreameſt Angel 
even in his native Innocence 
was not created with a Poy- 
er of changing the Cour: 
of Nature, and ſubverting 
the known eftabliſh'd Laws df 
the Creation, without thi 


* and Appointment 0 
God 
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God, (and with God's Leave 
and Order a Fly may do it) 
and tho' the Devil's Rage may 
increaſe, yet ſure his Power is 
not increas d, by his Rebel- 
lion and Apoſtacy. The 
Scriptures that attribute great 
matters to him, (which 
by being ill underſtood are 
made much greater than they 
are) do yet inform us that he 
s abſolutely under God's 
Command; and therefore let 
s Power be never ſo great, 
t muſt be exercis'd as God 
permits, and limited, and de- 
ermined to what Purpoſes 
od pleafes. And will it not 
tom hence follow, that he can 
o more work a true Mira- 
le, than You or I, of his 
N own 
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own accord ? And why then, 0 
will you think, that wicked 
Men can work Miracles by 
the Power of the Devil, i. e 
Suſpend, Change, or Subven 
the Courſe of Nature? fol 


trot 
I am now ſpeaking to Mira MM 
cles alone, according to ou, gw. 
OW 
Definition „and not to am 22 


other Opcration, ſtrange, ſub 
tile, and amazing, which arc. 7 
ſaid to be wrought by him. ; 

A. You would 1 
have me believe, that it is ful 
as reaſonable to ſay, that 2 
nes and Fambres ( whatcvall 
they themſelves intended 0 
believ'd) wrought their M 
racles by God's Permulſlidt 
Power, and Appointment ;1 
that God gave this Power! 
b 
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the Devil, and the Devil gave 
it to Jannes and Fambres. 
B. I would; and promiſe 
to be anſwerable for any Con: 
ſequences that may follow 
from this Conceſſion, which 
would not follow from al- 
lowing the Magicians to de- 
ve their Power from the De- 
vil, and the Devil his from 
God. And thus, I have, as 
well as I could, endeavourd 
o ſhew you, that the end of 
Moſes's Miracles, was, to gain 
redit to his Miſſion, that 
Parach and his Subjects, ſee- 
ng him act by a Power plain- | 
divine, might bcheve he | 
ame from God, and might 
arken to the Meſſage he 
ame upon, and comply with 
2 I. 
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Ci 
it. This would have been M «| 
without Diſpute, had Miſc T 
only wrought Miracles but MF cr 
when the Magicians of Eg fl 
alſo wrought Miracles, to 
Oppoſition to Moſes, eli : no 
grew doubtful whether Ma bes 
or They were to be belicvdM for 
or neither. And the way u bet 


decide this Affair- was not, for 
F conceiv'd, to fay ( will ter, 
ſome) that the Magicians ven Ma 
aſſiſted by the Devil, wh 


came and took their Rods fe 


cretly and inviſibly away, a rac] 
fubſtituted true Serpents ¶ nay 
their ſtead; nor (with other fo, « 
that there was nothing 14 tion, 
done by them, but that, ed h. 
their 9 and Encha that 


ments, they deluded the 
ctato 


5 | 
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ctators, and impos'd upon 
their Senſes all the while. 
Theſe Solutions I thought, 
created more and greœater Dif- 
ficulties than they pretended 
to anſwer to, and were really 
nothing leſs than downr:zhe 
begging the Queſtion in hand, 
for ſeveral Reaſons laid down 
before, at large. I havethere- 
fore tried to decide this mat- 
ter, by affirming , that the 
Magicians ( whatever they 
themſelves thought or intend- 
ed) did really work true Mi- 
racles, and were permitted, 
nay aſſiſted by God, to do 
ſo, for Reaſons before men- 
toned, and not to be repeat- 
ed here; and tried to ſhew 
that even theſe Miracles at- 


H 3 reſted 
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teſted to Moſes's Miſhon, and G 
in the Concluſion, did not . 
harden any AÆgyptian's Heart, 
ſo as to make him think the 
Ægyptian Sorcerers wrought 
Miracles by a Power diſtinct 
and oppoſite to that by which 
Moſes acted, which was the 
only Snare the MAgyptians 
could fall into, and from | 
which the Sorcerers own Con 
feſſion maniteſtly delivered 
them. 

A. I thank you for th 
Pains you have been at, to 
clear thoſe Difficulties that 
ſtood in the way of my Be 
lief: I am now perſwaded 
that Moſes's Miracles ought 
to have gained him that Cre 


dit with * fegyprians Which 
God 
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God incended him, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding the Oppoſition which 
he was alſo pleaſed the Ma- 
gicians ſhould ſeem to make 
to him, by permitting them 
to work Miracles allo ; ſince 
they themſelves who wrought 
them, came before the King 
and Court, and acknowledg- 
ed the Finger of God, and 
his Power, in all the Opera- 
tions foregoing, the Conſc- 
quence of which was plainly 
this, that Moſes was ſent of 
God, and muſt be hearkned 
to, in Whatever he delivered 
by virtue of this Miſſion : 
For tho he delivered all he 
had to ſay, to Pharaoh, before 
he wrought his Miracles, 

(which is the faireſt way) yet 
H 4 all 


ee MA 
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all theſe Miracles were to gain 
him belief with the Chl 
dren of Iſrael, in what he was 
afterwards to ſay and do a. 
mong them. I muſt frech 
own, that the way you take 
is leſs liable ro Objections WM 
than any I have ever yet met lo 
with; and I would now give WM 47 
vou ſorne Reſpite, were it not Jo, 
| 245 that Paſſage in Deut. x11. 


c 

„Oc. which ſticks ſo with * 
118 that I ſhall have no quM Pr 
ct, unleſs you pleaſe to tel W 
me what I muſt do with 1 pat 
If there ariſe among you a Pr his 
phet, or a Dreamer of Dreams to 
and giveth thee a Sign "| hoy 
Wonder, and the Sign or i hea: 
Wonder come to paſs, whe rac] 


be pate unto thee, n One 
Ly 
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Let us go after other Gods, 
which * baf not known, and 
ſerve them: Thou ſhalt not 
hearken to the words of that 
Prophet, or that Dreamer of 
Dreams ; for the Lord your God 
proveth you, to know whether ye 
love the Lord your God, with 
all your Heart, and with all 
your Soul. Should it not ap- 
pear from hence, that God 
may ſometimes permit a falſe 
Prophet to give a Sign or 
Wonder that may come to 
paſs, in order to try whether 
his People would be tempted 
to W and if he 0 
how is it that they muſt not 
hearken to him ? Shall a Mi- 
racle confirm the Belief of 
One God, and not W 

the 


_ 
[ 
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to have a Meſſage from God 
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the Belief Wy more Gods than 


C 
One, if wrought for that h 
purpoſe ? if this be ſo, a Mi. h 
racle, in my Judgment, muſt tc 
go for nothing ; but I muſt te 
believe One God, or more pe 
Gods, according as my Rea- the 
ſon leads me ; for a Miracle, an 
I ſce, proves both alike. co. 


B. You have objected right; W ho 
but ſuppoſed amiſs, that the 
Sign or the Wonder here ſpo- 
ken of, was a Miracle; for 
no ſuch thing appears. To 
give a Sign or Wonder, is, in 
this place, to foretel ſome 
wonderful thing to come to 
paſs, and then it runs thus 
If a Man ſhould pretend 


delivered to him in a Viſion, 
| | OT 
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or that God had appeared to 
him in a Dream, and reveal'd 
his Will to him, and, to gain 
to himſelf Credit, ſhould fore- 
tel ſome ſtrange and unex- 
pected thing, and the Event 
hould confirm his Prediction, 
and the Sign or Wonder 
come to paſs ; and upon this, 
ſhould perſwade the People 
to forſake the Worſhip of 
| One God; he ſhould not how- 
ever be believed; the Ac- 
compliſhment of his Predicti- 
on ſhould not gain him fo 
much credit, as upon his Per- 
ſwaſion to fall into the Wor- 
ſhip of many Gods. For tho 
God could prevent the Ac- 
compliſhment of this Pre- 
diction, yet he may not al- 

N ways 


\ at fan * 
T , 
7 J 


108 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 


ways ſee Reaſon ſo to do, but 
may ſuffer this Sign or Won- 
der to come to paſs (which 
would have come to paſs 
without any ſuch Prediction) 
to ſee whether People would 
be ſo eaſily ſeduced into the 
groſſeſt of Errors, becauſe a 
Wretch has foretold ſome 
ſtrange thing, that God had 
purpos d ſhould come to pak, 
whether forctold or no. For 
you have no reaſon at all, 
to believe that God permits 
this Sign or Wonder to come 
to paſs, only to fulfil the Pre. 
diction, and try the Peoples 
Faith and Conſtancy; but, 
that this Sign or wonderful 
Event is intended by God, 
and that he will not put 1 


by, 


_ 
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by, tho it be foretold by 
one who pretends to be warn- 
ed of God, and will prove 
an occaſion ot tempting Peo- 7. 
ple to Idolatry. I take. this . | 
viltonary Dreamer here men- if 
toned, to be but a meer q 
Gueſſer, and to predict E- | | 
vents of his own head, ſome 
of which may poſſibly come 
to paſs. But if we ſhould ſup- 
poſe him a true Prophet, and 
that God inſpir'd him with 
the Knowledge of future E- 
vents, which he predicted, and 
which came to paſs; yet if 
he ſhould perſwade the Peo- 
ple to Idolatry, he were no 
longer to be truſted, becauſe 
we may be ſure, the Spirit 
of God muſt then depart 
from 
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from him, for God cannot 
contradict himſelf, nor do a- 
ny thing to perſwade Men to 
forſake him, and give his 
Worſhip to another. This 
is the plain Meaning of the 


thing, that if a Prophet whom 


God had ſometime ſince ho- 


noured, with an Inſpiration |} 


or two, ſhould afterwards, 
upon the Credit of his for- 
mer Inſpiration, perſwade to 
Idolatry, the People ſhould 
not remember what he had 


been, but conſider what he | 


now was, and put him to 


death, becauſe it is impoſſi- 


ble he ſhould have been in- 
ſpired of God, to ſuch a pur- 
poſe as this. 


And if we | 


ſhould (with ſome) Gs 
n 
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this Sign or Wonder, to * 


been, the working a Mira- 


cle, yet this is the Solution 
of the matter, that no Man, 
tho' he had formerly wrought 
Miracles, ſhould upon the 
Credit ot them, be believ d 
when he talk'd abſurdly, or 
be followed, when he per- 
ſwaded to any thing plainly 
wicked: Which was the Caſe 
of Judas, and perhaps ſome 
others, who had ſometimes 
vrought Miracles by Chriſt's 
Commiſſion, and yet did af- 
ter renounce him, and apo- 


ſtatiſe from the Faith. Their 


having been us'd by God as 
his Inſtruments and Meſſen- 
gers, did not authoriſe them 
tor ever after t to be account- 


ed 
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ed ſuch, nor was to give them 


Credit, in every thing they 


ſaid or did. 
A. I muſt not therefore 


(you fay) underſtand this 
Paſſage in Deut. x11. ſo, as if 
God at any time, purely to 
try his People's Faith, and 
Adherence to his Worſhip, 
would inſpire a Prophet with 
the Knowledge of ſome great 
Event, which he ſhould fore- 
tel, and which ſhould come 
to paſs, and then ſhould per 
ſwade them to fall from his 
true Worſhip; and much 
leſs that he ſhould let him 
work a true Miracle, in 
order ſo to tempt the Peo- 


: * 


B. By 


— — 


an 77 ay aw Miracles. 113 


il By no means; for this 
would be to tempt People to 


fall from God, by the ſame 


Methods he us d to keep them 
upright; and to confirm the 
Belief of Idols, by the ſame 
Courſe he took to perſwade 
them of the Unity of the 
Godhead, namely, by Mi- 
racles; which ard be build- 
ing and pulling down with 
the fame hand. You fee what 
a monſtrous Abſurdity there 
is in this, that the One and 
only true God, ſhould let a 
Man work a Miracle, to per- 
ſwade Men, there were many 
Gods. They who think that 
God would ever ſo tempt his 
People, will be at a loſs to 
find how it 1s 9 for him, 

ever 
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ever to undeceive them: A 
Miracle cannot do it, for 'twas 
a Miracle led them into er- 
ror, and unhing'd them from 
the true Belief of one God. 
I will be bold to ſay, that 
this is a Temptation, from 
which therc is no way to eſ- 
cape. And therefore they |; 
who cxplain this Paſſage = 
this manner, muſt neceſſarih 
give up all Miracles, as good 
for nothing, that 1s, to prove 
nothing. For if a Miracle 
prove the Unity of the God- 
head, 1t can never prove plu 
rality of Gods; and if it 
can prove plurality of Gods 
it can never prove the U 
nity. 


A. But 
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A. But wherein then, may 
God be ſaid to tempt that 
People, by this falſe Pro- 
1 . 

B. By permitting that Sign 
or Wonder to come to paſs, 
which was foretold by him 
(tho, it may be, not fore- 
known by him) upon whoſe 
Credit he ſhall try to per- 
ſwade to Idolatry: This, God 
could prevent if he ſaw fit, 
and, by not preventing, ſuf- 
fers this Temptation to be 
laid for ſuch as will be fo 


fooliſh and ſo abſurd as to 


fall into it. God, I have ſaid, 
| docs not lay this Snare for a- 
my one, but the Courſe of his 
Providence, may not, perhaps, 
ſuffer him (much leſs will Ju- 
EO ſtice 
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ſtice conſtrain him) to re- 


move it, altho' he ſee that 
wicked people will be ſedu- 


ced by occaſion of it. He 


had given them ſufficient 
Proofs of the Unity of his 
Godhead, ſufficient Cautions 
againſt Idolatry, and he will 
now try, if a lucky Gueſs, or 
a ſagacious Præviſion, or an 
mpudent Pretence of Prophe- 
ſy, coming to paſs, and nota- 
bly fulfilled, ſhall over- rule all 
Reaſon, and poſitive Com- 
mand, and be able to ſeduce 
them to Idolatry. If this be 
a Temptation, God will ven 
cure 1t, as well he may; He 
will permit this Sign or Won 
der to come to pals, and will 


not go out of his appointed 
Courſc 
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Courſe to hinder it, that he 
may ſee, whether his People 
will remember and obey His 
Warnings and his Precepts. 
I do not ſee there is any 
great Matter in this Paſſage : 
Nor do I fee, how Miracles 
are at all concern d in it. For 
can never think that God 
ſhould enable a Man to work 
a Miracle, and then appoint 
him to be put to death for do- 
ing it, as we find it Deut. xiii. 5. 
A. No, Sir, he is not to 
dye, for working a Miracle, 
but for enticing to Idolatry, 
by virtue of having wrought 
that Miracle: "Tis for the 
bad Uſe he makes of it. 

B. You ſay right, but 
he could not have had ſuch 


F'3 "3" 
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a powerful Pretence to ſe- 
duce to Idolatry, had not 
God enabled him to work 
that Miracle. And you 
know this Paſſage is brought 
to ſhew us, that God, to try 
his People, permits a Man to 
work a Miracle, in order to 
ſeduce them, if they will be 
ſo ſeducd. If it be, as you 
ſuggeſt, that God, for ſome 
other good and wiſe end, per- 
mits a Man to work a Mira- 
cle, and he perverts it to this 
wicked Purpoſe, and makes 
uſe of the Authority it gives 
him, to draw Men to the Wor- 
ſhip of Idols, then is there 
no Trial or Temptation on 
God's part, but an abuſe of 
a Miracle by a very wicked 
Man 


2 = My =o . 
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Man, which ſeems to be con- 
trary to the Senſe that is ge- 
nerally put on this Paſſage 
in Deut. xt. which is, you 
know, that God to try his 
People, permits a Man to 
work a true Miracle. But 
now if this Miracle were 
wrought for any other pur- 
poſe, than to give this Man 
Credit, God could not be 
ſaid to try his People by it, 
altho' his People would in- 
deed be accidentally tried by 
it, 1. e. the falſe Prophet 
would take occaſion from 
this Miracle, to ſeduce the 
People to Idolatry, a thing 
| which God intended not, but 
| which was an accidental Uſe of 
it, after it was over. If God 
Fs indeed, 
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indeed, after this Prophet had 
endeavour'd to entice the Peo- 
ple to Idolatry, had given 
him the power of working a 
Miracle, he had in ſome Senſe 
temp ted his People by that 
Miracle, for then his Miracle 
had given him Credit, in what 
he Coal afterwards deliver 
as his Doctrine: Whereas to 
Work a Miracle firſt, and then 
to build any Doctrine or Wor- 
ſhip, on the credit of it, 1s 
always liable to Suſpition; be 
cauſe the Miracle might have 
been wrought for other Uſes, | 
and you endeavour, without 
any good proof, to put it to 
this, which is for your pre- 
ſent purpoſe. For it is my 
an that the Doctrine, 
in 
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in general] at leaſt, ' ſhould 
always be farſt laid down, and 
then the Miracle be wrought 
to give the Meſſenger Autho- 
rity and Credit to eſtabliſh it 
in People's minds; which 
would prevent all manner of 
Abuſes of any Accidental Mi- 
| racles. But J foreſee, that, 

when I come to ſpeak to the 
Miracles of our Lord Chriſt, 
I ſhall be under a neceſſity of 
handling this matter more at 


large, and therefore, if you 


pleaſe, we will refer it to that 
place; for J have already, I 
fear, offended too much, in 
Repetition of the ſame matter. 
A. Sir, I account my {felt 
oblig d to you, as much for 
that, as any thing elſe, and 

| hope 


122 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 


hope I underſtand things 
much the better for it, and 
ſhall the better keep them in 
my Mind. You will be plex 
ſed, at ſome convenient time, 
to let me renew this Conver- 
ſation, and hear the reſt. - 
B. You will be very wel. 
come, when you pleaſe : On- 
ly remember, that you take 
not what I ſay, on truſt, till 
you have both examin d, and 
digeſted it, and are througb- 
ly ſatisfied. I am, you may 
be ſure, proud of the Reſpect 
you have for me, but you 
muſt be no looſer by it, nor 
let it hinder you from bring: 
ing all the Objections you 
can muſter up from all Quar 
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ESSAY. 


UPON 


MIRACLES. 


n Re Diſcourſes. 


ſeaſonable, to take the 
advantage of Your 
Waſt Offer, of ff peaking to the 
Miracles of Chit our Lord, 

n the manner You f. pake 
to 


OO rea 


Am come, Sir, if it be 
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— thoſe that were wrought 
y Moſes : And to ask of vou 
4 ſame liberty you then 
allowed me, of making what 
Exceptions I could, to any 
thing you ſaid, and asking 
what Queſtions I thought 
were pertinent. R 
B. Tis ſeaſonable enough; 
and the greater liberty you 
take, the greater is like to be 
your Satisfaction, if it be in 
my power to give it you 
The Method I ſhall rake, i 
you approve it, will be thy 
Hit, to ſhew you, tha 
it was expected, that the Chrif, 
or the Meſſiah, ſhould vo 
Miracles. Secondly, That J- 
fas did actually work Mi 
cles. And Thirdly, Speak ' 
% #0 the 
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himſelf he wrought them. 
Under one or another of theſe 
heads, you will find room for 
W what Objections hall occur 
co your mind. Firft, there- 
fore, I will ſhew you that it 


ſhould work Miracles. Upon 
our Saviours feeding five 


ly Loaves, and two ſmall 
Fiſhes, it is ſaid John vi. 14. 
ben thoſe Men, when they ſaw 

| the Miracle that Jeſus did, 
aid, of a truth, this is that 
Prophet, that ſhould come into 
be world. It was not uſual 

for every Prophet, who was 
ſent of God, to work Mira- 
cdles; nay, very few of them 
5 | wrought 
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the End for which, he ſaid 


vas expected, the Chriſt 


thouſand Men, with five bar- 


p —— — 2 


| 126 An Effay apon Miracles 


| wrought any'; ſo that. to en. 
pect a Prophet that ſhould 
work Miracles, was to expect 
a great Prophet indeed; and 
fac eater much than any they 

d ſeen, excepting Maſes and 
Elijah and Eliſha. And it 
were eaſy to ſhew, if it were 
needſul, that this ExpeRtati 
on of the Jews, is a proof 
that they look d for that pat. 
ticular ee fornols# by 
Moſes in Deut. xvii. 18. that 

pronuſed a Prophet that 
| ould be /ike to Him, as in 
many other particulars, f 
eſpecially in working Mita 
cles; for he could be lik 
him in nothing more to the 
honour, and to the purpoſ 
of a Prophet. The Jer 
there 
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therefore, becauſe they expe- 
cted a Prophet like to Moſes, 


concluded from C brift's Mi- 


racles, that he was that Pro- 
phet that ſhould come into the 
World, This Expectation of 


Miracles, appears alſo from 


thoſe many Demands the 
Jews made to Chriſt, of ſhew- 
ing them ſome Signs. Ma- 
ſter, we would ſee a Sign from 
thee, Matth. x11. 38. and Joh. 
vi. 30. What Sign ſbeweſt thou 
then, that we may ſee and be- 
lieve Thee ? What doſt thou 
work ? this was Occaſion d by 


E Chriſt's telling them, v. 29. 


that they ſhould believe on him, 
8 whom God had ſent ; but they 
requir'd ſome Sign, in proof 
that God had ſent him: This 
g N __ 4gn- 
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ſignifies that they expected 


him, and ſaid, when Chrift co- 
meth, will he do more Miracles 


work Miracles. The An 
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ſuch an Exerciſe of Divine 
Power, in him who ſhould 
be ſent of God: And fo Chriſt. 
tells the Fews, Except ye ſet 
Signs and Wonders, ye will not 
believe. Thus Fob. vii. 31. 
Many of the People believed on 


than theſe which this man hath 
done? And Mat. x11. 23. when 
he had reſtor d the blin'd and 


dumb poſſeſs' d, to Sight and 
Speech — the People ner 
ama d and ſaid, is not this ie, 
Son of David? Theſe are ful M þ 
Proots that the Fews expected G 
Chriſt or the Meſſiah, when 5, 


ever he appear'd, ſhould 
{wet 


he 
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he made to the Diſciples of 


John Baptiſt, is a Proof that 
this Expectation of the Fews 
was well grounded, being 
rais'd by a Propheſy. John 
was now in Priſon, and there 
| had heard of the Works that 
| Chriſt did, and ſent two of 
his Diſciples, who ſaid to 
Chriſt, Art Thou Hethat Jhould 
come, Or do we look for ano- 
ther ? It appears, that 7ohn 
Baptiſt knew Chriſt very well, 
before he baptized him; that 
he ſaw and bare Record, that 
He was the Son of God ; that 
he called him, the Lamb of 
| God, which taketh away the 
| Sins of the World; that he 
ſaw the Spirit of God deſcends 

| ing on him, like a Dose, and 
| * abiding 
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abiding on him, and heard the 
Voice from Heaven, that 
ſaid, this is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleaſed. All 
this was done, before John 
was Caſt Wa Priſon; and 
therefore tis not to be 
thought, Ag ſent for Infor- 
mation, as tho' he had not 


known himſelf that Feſus was | I 


the Chriſt, or any ways doubt: 


ed of it. But he ſent this I 


Meſſage by ſuch as wanted | 
. 6. of their Faith, 
and would not ('tis likely) ; 
take their Maſters bare word, 
that He whom John bap tized 
Was the Meſſiah. Their Ma- 
ſter was a Priſoner, and in 
danger of dying a violent 
Death ; would the Meſſi 
* 


n. 
Sama > 
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ſuffer that? Was that the fa- 5 
| 
| 


vour his Fore-runner muſt 
expect? Was it likely the "IS 
Mon ah ſhould be ſuch a one | 

Feſus ? Theſe doubts, or = 
& Tie might vex the minds 
of Tobn's Diſciples ; and 
therefore to deliver them 
from them, and to give them 
truer Notions of the Perſon 
and Office of the Meſſiah, 3 
to ſatisfie themſelves and o- 
thers they ſhould meet with- 
all, he ſends them to Feſas 
himſelf with the foreſaid Que- 
ſtion — 1. e. to enquire, whe- 
ther he were the Perſon that 
was to come, or . whether they 


muſt look for another. To | 


which our Lord anſwers —— 


Go and 1 John again, thoſe 
K 2 things 


at 
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things which ye do hear and 
ſee— the Blind receive their 
Sight, and the Lame walk, the 
Leapers are cleanſed, the Dead 
are raiſed up, and the Poor 
hade the Goſpel preached unto 
them. All theſe Particulars 
are found in Iſaiah xxix. 18. 
xxxv. 5, 6. Ix1. 1. and are ſo 
many Propheſies of the Works 
of the Meſſiah; for it is to 
be obſerv'd, that the Satis- 
factorineſs of our Lord's An. 
fwer to theſe Diſciples, con- 
fiſts in this, that it had been 
foretold and expected, that 
He who was to come, ſhould IB 
do theſe Miracles. You come 
from Fohn to learn whether! 
am He who was to come 
go back, and tell him of the 
SIN | Works 
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Works you ſee Me do, and 
hear chac I have done: And 
if theſe Works betoken and 
delineate Him that was to come, 
let him judge of me, as he 
ſees fic. This ſhews, that the 
great mark of him that was 
to come, was, that he ſhould 
work great Miracles. 

A. I agree, Sir, to all this, 
but * Uſe am I to make 
of it? 

B. To obſerve, and re- 
member , upon Occaſion ; 
that it was foretold by Pro- 
phets, and expected by the 
Jews, that hook Chriſt, 
or the Meſſiah, came into the 
World, he ſhould work great 
and many Miracles. The like 
thing never happened to any 


K 3 Man 
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Man living beſides. It was 
never foretold by a Prophet, 
of any particular Perſon, nor 

expected by any People, that 
ſuch or ſuch a certain Man, 
ſhould work Miracles, when 
he came and lived in the 
World: This Honour was 

peeculiar to our Lord Jeſus. 
A. Iwill reſerve this Ob- 
ſervation, for the Fews, when 
I meet them, for I think it is 
good there; but, as yet, I do 
not ſee what to do with it, to 
ſuch as believe the Od Tefia- 
ment no more than they do 
the New. Will you be plea- 
ſed to go on, to ſhew how he 
fulfilled theſe Propheſies, and 
ſatisfied the Expectations they 


had raiſed among the People. 
: B. This 
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B. This matter will not 
need much proof ; thoſe on 
whom Jeſus wrought Mira- 
cles, did freely, and openly, - 
and gratefully acknowledge 
their Benefactor, and owned 
they received their Sight, or 
Hearing, their Health, or 
Strength, from him that was 
called Chriſt ; and ſo did ma · 
ny of their Relations : And 
ſome of the Jews, for the 
ſake of theſe great Works, 
did own he was the Chrift : 
But becauſe that was not ſafe 
for them to do, many that 
did not, or would not know 
he was indeed the C hriſt, yet 
owned the Benefits received, 
to haye been beſtowed by 
Him, who was called Chrift, 

11 and 
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and Feſus of Nazareth: They 


far we may be ſure, that the 
Jews, who were the Subjects 
of our Saviour's Miracles, 
and many of their Relations, 
would go, they would teſtify 
that he actually wrought Mi- 
racles. This was alſo con- 
feſſed by his greateſt Ene- 
mies; thoſe who were griev'd, 
and angry to think he had 
ſuch Power, yet could not 
deny but that they knew he 
exercis d ſuch Power, What 
do we, ſaid the Prieſts and 
- Phariſees, in Council, for this 
Man doth many Miracles? And 
eyen their hlaſphemoys at- 

tributing 


bore witneſs to the Perſon, 
tho* they might not know. 
who that Perſon was. Thus 


— — 
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tributing them to the Prince of | 
the Devils, and his aſſiſtance, 
does as fully prove the matter TTY 
of fact, namely, that they 
were done, as if they had be- 
lieved he wrought them by 
Divine Power, and had ſo = 
acknowledg d it. For the | 
Queſtion is not here, whoſe | 
Power he wrought them | 
by, but whether they were 
wrought or no, by Him as 

the Inſtrument ; and therefore 

their blaſphemous Calumny, 
is as good an Evidence, that 
Miracles were wrought by Je- 
ſus, as any his own Diſciples 

could have given. It appears 
therefore, from the Teſtimo- 
ny of his Followers and Diſ- 
ciples, and of thoſe who were 


neither, 
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neither, but only cur'd and 
reſtor d by him, and of thoſe 
who writes him, and perſecu- 
ted him to Death, that jeſus 
Chriſt did truly work great 
Miracles; which was the Se 
cond thing 1 propos 'd to ſpeak 
to. 

A. I acknowledge, Sir that 
J know not how any matter 
of fact can be better proyd, 
than this, that our Saviour 
wrought Miracles. But would 
you have me, believe, and 
(if call d upon) maintain, that 
every great Work our 8. 
viour wrought, was propet- 
ly miraculous? 

B. I ſee no Reaſon to be- 3 
lieve otherwiſe ; but becaut 
we have deſcrib'd a Mirack, 
+ 
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as a Work of God, ſubvert 
ing, changing, or ſuſpending 
the known Courſe, and ſet- 
led Laws of Nature, and ap- 
pealing to the Senſes—— and 
that ſome Works our Saviour | 
wrought, may not appear to | 
us, to come up fully to this 
Deſcription ; it may be fit, 
perhaps, not to maintain that 
they were every one of them, 
properly miraculous; tho 
we indeed believe they were. 
I can believe that of Chriſt, 
which I cannot of another 
Man, altho' I ſee: the ſame 
Effect produc'd ; becauſe the 
ſame Effect may proceed from 
different Powers and Cauſes. 
And becauſe another Man 


may ſeem to do, without a 


Miracles. 
Miracle, what Jeſus Chriſt 
really did by Miracle; there. 
fore I need not maintain, to 
an Adverſary, that every Work 
he wrought was properly mi- 
raculous, altho* I verily be- 
lieve it was. The Miracles 
which I would moſt inſiſt up- 
on, ſhould be, His turning 
Water into Wine ; His walk- 
ing on the Seas; His feeding 
five thouſand People, with 
five Loaves, and two ſmall 
Fiſhes ; and his raiſing up the 

Dead, and ſome ſuch like. 
A. I allow that theſe are 
inconteſtable Proofs of a D- 
vine Power; but I cannot, 
methinks, afford to part with 
any other Miracles of Chrilt, 

tho* ſeemingly much leſs. 
\ 3.0 
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© Nor 1 neither; let us 
part with nothing but our mi- 
ſtakes; Were you ever at 
Sea, and obſerv'd how ſud- 
denly the moſt furious Winds 
| have [been laid, and how al- 
| moſt in an Inſtant, a Calm 
has ſucceeded to A great 
Storm? 

8 
B. And what if ann bold 
| Paſſenger, had, at that Inſtant, 
rebuked the Winds, and bid 
them ceaſe, and they had cea- 
| {cd immediately? would you 
| have concluded preſently, that 
ſuch an Event was miracu- 
| lous; or would you have 
choug he, the Man had ſpoken 
— and luckily? 


A. 1 


about Miracles, I ſhould not 
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you are fully perſwaded, that 
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4 Audaciouſly and lucki- 


ly, fince the Winds mi ght 


have then ceaſed, tho' he ha 
held his tongue. 

B. But if you had 18 our 
Saviour Chriſt do the ſame 
thing, in the ſame manner, 
you would have concluded 
He had exercisd a Divine 
Power; and yet the Event 15 
alike in | both Caſes; but you 
know how different Perſons 
they were. When therefore 
you diſpute with Unbeliever 


adviſe you to inſiſt upon am 
ſuch Events, as might have 
naturally come to paſs, altho 


thoſe particular ones wert 
truly miraculous. Make ufc 
rather 


rather of ſuch, as are ſubject 
to no Exceptions, and where 
Chance can have no room. 
Do you now underſtand, that 
| I would have you believe, 
that all the great Works, that 
Chriſt ra were truly 
miraculous, but that you need 
not try to prove them to be 
ſo, to ſuch as will deny it? 
This is all I mean, by diſtin- 
guiſhing ſuch Works of Chriſt 


miraculous, from ſuch as were 
E miraculous, but might not 
appear to be ſo. 

A. I apprehend you; and 
deſire you to proceed to the 
bhird thing you intended to 
ſhew, namely, the End and 
E Purpoſe for which ang 
= a Im- 
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as both appeared, and were, 
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hicaſelf he wrought Mira 
cles 

B. Theend for which Chrift 
wrought Miracles was plain- 
ly this, that for their fake, 
he might be believed to come 
from God, and that what he 
ſhould deliver as God's Wil, 
was certainly ſo. The bottom 
of all which, you know, i; 
this, that a Miracle being 


work that none can do, un- 


leſs God be with Him, it is not 
believed that God will en- 
truſt this miraculous Power, 
with one that ſhould abuſe it, 

to the deceiving or hurting a 

ny innocent Perfon : And 
therefore where we hear 1 
Man declare he comes from 
God, to teach his Will, 15 
ce 
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as him, in Confirmation of 
ſuch his Miſſion, work Mira- 
cles, we believe, not only 
that he comes from God, but 
alſo that what he declares to 
be the Will of God, is truly 

ſo. The Miracles of Chriſt 


were wrought to teftify he - 


came from God, and that the 
World might believe what he 
delivered from him: Let us 
hear him himſelf, appealing 
to the Miracles he wrought, 


as to ſo many Evidences of 


his Commiſſion. I have, ſaith 
He, greater witneſs, than that 


of John, for the works which 


the Father hath given me to 


do, 15 witneſs of me, that the 
Father hath "mow me. Joh. v. 36. 
L _— 


" 

| 

| 
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and in x. 24, 25. When the 
Fews came round about our 
Lord and ſaid to him, Hop 
long doſt thou make us to doubt? 
I thou be the Chriſt, tell as 
plainly. Feſas anſwered them, 
T told you, and ye believed not; 
the works that I do in my Fa- 
ther's name, bear witneſs of me. 
and Job. xv. 24. FI had nt x 
done amongſt them, the works i 
which noneother Man did, The) 
had not had Sin. And in Joh. x 
37, 38. If I do not the work 
of my Father, believe me not; 
but if I do, tho you believe nt 
me, believe the works, that ye 
may know and believe that the 
Father is in Me, and I in Him. 
See alſo oh. xi. 15. and xiv 11. 
Theſe are the Places, where 

os 50 Chriſt 8 
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Chriſt himſelf declares, that 
this was the End for which 
he wrought his Miracles, that 
Men might believe by them, 
that God had ſent him; 
and that without theſe Works 
the Fews might have had ſome 
Excuſe for their Infidelity, 
You ſhall now ſee him ſhew 


you the Uſe of Miracles, in 


a Caſe that will be worth 


your remembring. In Mark 


11. 3. Oc. And they came un- 
to him, bringing one ſick, of 


the Palſy, which was born of 


Four, and when they could not 
come nigh unto him for the 


= preſs, they uncovered the Roof 


where he was, and when they 
had broke it up, they let down 


the Bed, wherein the Sick of 


E=92 the 


_ 
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the Palſy lay. When Jeſus ſaw 
their Faith, he ſaid unto the 
Sick of the Palſy, Son, thy 
Sins be forgiven thee. But 
there were certain of the Scribes 
fitting there, and reaſoning in 
their Hearts —- Why doth this 
Man thus (ſpeak Blaſphemies, 
ho can forgive Sins but God 
only? and immediately when 
Teſus perceiv'd in his Spirit, 
that they ſo reaſoned within 
themſelves, he ſaid unto them, 
Why reaſon ye thefe things in 
 yorr hearts? Our Saviour docs 
not here blame them for thus 
reaſoning with themſelves, for 
certainly they reaſoned right, 
that none but God could for: 
give Sins; and it was no great 
matter to miſtake, and 3 
: tal 
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that Chriſt attributed me 

Power to himſelf, by p 

nouncing ſo abſolutely Wo 

his Sins were forgiven him ; 

and ſuch a Power they ne- 

ver knew committed to any 

Man: He does not therefore 

blame them, for ſo reaſoning, 

but takes occaſion from 

thence, to ſhew them Who he 

Was, and the Power he had 1 

committed to Him, and for I | 

| what purpoſe : And therefore 
he goes on — Whether is it 

eaſier to ſay to the Sick of the 

Palſy, thy Sins are forgiven 

thee, or to ſa⸗ — ariſe and take 

up thy Bed, and walk? But 

that you may know that the Son 

of Man hath Power on Earth 

to forgive Sins, I fay unto thee 

1 [ſpeaks 
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[ſpcaking then to the Sick 


of the Palſy] Ariſe, take ap 
thy Bed, and go thy way unto 


thy Houſe. Conſider with 


your ſelves this matter. You 
heard me lately tell this ſick 
Man, that his Sins were for- 
given him, and thought im- 
mediately, that I had ſpoken 
impious and blaſphemous 


Words, attributing to my 
ſelf a Power plainly Divine, 
and incommunicable, z. e. of 


forgiving Sins. That God 


alone can forgive Sins, com- 


mitted againſt himſelf, is cer- 
tainly true; but if you think 
He cannot communicate this 
Power, you are miſtaken; for 
Jaſſure you, that the Son of 
Man, even I who ſpeak to 
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you, have Power on earth to 
forgive Sins, and I was exer- 
ciſing this good Power upon 
this miſerable Paralytick, which 
was, you know, the occaſion 
of your inward Reaſoning, 
and concluding me to have 
blaſphemed. And what think 
you " You ſee this poor Crea- 
ture, how impotent and weak 
he lies before you, how alto- 

gether unable he is to ſtir, 
= help himſelf. Don't you 
believe it is as eaſy for God 
to give me the power of for- 
giving Sins, as it is to give 
me the Power of working Mi- 
raculous Cures ? May I not 
ſay as cally —— y Sins are 
forgiven thee — as I can ſay 


* take up thy Bed ol 
L 4 walk ? 
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wal) If * without any ap- 
plication of proper means, 
or any manner of Preſcripti- 
on, ſhall cure this Man of his 
Diſtemper, by the bare word 
of my Mouth, by ſaying on- 
ly, Riſe, take up thy Bed, and 
walk, will you believe that! 
have alſo power to forgive 
Sins, ſince one is full as eaſy 
1 rag other? Now, that you 
may know aſſuredly, that I, 
che; Son of Man, have Power 
on earth to forgive Sins, you 
ſhall ſee that I have power to 
cure this Paralytick preſently 
— I ſay unto thee then, thou 
lame and helpleſs Creature, 
ariſe, take up thy Bed and walk, 
and go thy 'way unto thy houſe. 
Whether his Sins be truly for- 

| given 
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given him, according to my 


word, 1s What you cannot 


poſi bly diſcover ; but whe- 
=. have Power to cure this 
Man's Diſeaſe, the Effect will 
ſhew immediately, and you 
will viſibly diſcern. And im- 
nediately he aroſe, took up the 
| Bed, and went forth before om 
mm inſomuch that they were all 
| amazed, and glorified God, ſay- 
rg, we never ſaw it on this fa- 
ion. Here is an act of great 
Mercy, ſhewn to a poor mi- 
E Ferable Man; but ttis plain, 
What Chriſt's Deſign was now 
Wo ſnew the Jews, the truth of 
F That Doctrine, that the Son of 
Nan had power to forgive Sins. 
That was the thing the J7ems 
3 umbled at, and this was the 
i way 


n 
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way Chriſt took to ſet them 
right; the Miracle was to 
procure Attention and Belief; 
the viſible effect of a Divine 
Power was to convince them 
that what he ſaid was true, al. 
tho the effect (namely the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins) was, and 
muſt be inviſible. This In- 
ference 1s, you ſee, of our d 
viour's own making, and 154 
lively Demonſtration , that 
true Miracles are defign'd by 
God, to bear Teſtimony 10 
the Miſſion of his Meſſenger 
and Prophets, and to eſtabli 
and confirm the truth of what 


they deliver, by virtue of j;- 
ſuch Miſſion. You now 1, ;;. 
by an Inſtance, how aur Laid lies 


himſelf appeals to his 
| 
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Miracles, and ſure you will 
believe he knew the true uſe 
that was to be made of them. 

A. There is no want of 
farther Authority, where we 
have that of Chriſt: But if 
you pleaſe let me alſo be re- 
membred of what the Wri- 
ters of Scriptures ſay upon 
this head. 

B. St. John then ſays xx. 
30, 31. Many other Signs, tru- 
ly did Feſus, in the þ be ag 
if his Diſciples, which are not 
written in this. Book, (i. e. 
St. John's Goſpel) but theſe 
are written that ye might be- 
lieve, that 3 is the Chrift, 
the Son of God, and that be- 
lieving, Te might have life in 
bis name. St. Luke allo in 

Acts 
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As 1 ji. 22. reports St. Pe. 
ters words to the Fews — 
Je Men of Iſrael, hear theſe 
words, Jeſus of Nazareth, 4 
Man approved of God, by Mi- 
racles and Wonders, and $; igns, 
which God did by Him, in the 
midſt of You, as 7 Your ſelves 
alſo know. You ſhall hear al. 
ſo what is ſaid of the Apoſtles, 
becauſe it tends to the ſame 
purpoſe, namely, that God im 
tended to give their Doctrine 
(the ſame that Chriſt taught 
Credit, by the Miracles he en 
abled them to work, Thus 
then St. Mark xvi. 20. And 
they went forth, and preached 
every where, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming tht 
Word with Si igns 2 
"I 
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Thus Ads xiv. 3. Long time 
therefore abode they, ſpeaking 
boldly in the Lord, which gave 
Jeſtimony unto the word of his 
grace, and granted Signs and 
Wonders to be done by their 
hands. Thus Heb. 11. 4. God 
alſo bearing them witneſs, both 
with Signs and Wonders, and 
with divers Miracles, and Gifts 
F the Holy Ghoſt, See alſo 
Acts vIIi. 6, 7. | 
A: Methinks, there can be 
nothing plainer in the World, 
than that God purpoſed to 
give his Son Jeſus,and his Apo- 
ſtles, credit with the People 
to whom they were ſent, by 
giving them the Power of 
working Miracles, 3. e. God 
ntended the People ſhould be- 
Eu heve 
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lieve Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
declaring the will of God, 
upon the account of the ] 
racles they ſaw them work, 
which Works no Man could WW 7 
do, excepting God were with i. 
him. Ler us hear, if you 
pleaſe, what was the Iſſue. 
B. Mind not what was the 
Iſſue, but what in Reaſon 
ſhould have been, when God 
beſtowed this Power © 
Miracles, on purpoſe to 


atteſt to the Miſſion of Y. 
Son. The Iflue was, that me 
ny believed on him, when Wh: 
they ſaw che Miracles he did, be. 


but a great many more be 
lieved not. When Elija 
i Kings xvii. had reſtored bj 
his Prayers the We 
| ] 
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Child to life again, ſhe ſaid, 
| Now by this I know that thou 
art a Men of God, and that the 
Word of the Lord, in thy mouth, 
is truth. And thus St. Jobn 
il. 11. This beginning of Mi- 
racles did Feſus in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifefied forth 
his Glory, and his Diſciples be- 
lieved on Him. And vi. 14. 
Then thoſe Men, when they bad 
ſeen the Miracle that Jeſus did, 
aid, this is, of a truth, that 
Prophet that ſhould come into 
the World, i. e. they believed 
him to be the Chriſt, as hath 
been before obſerv'd. And 
Ix. 32. Since the World began, 
was it not heard, = any Man 
opened the Eyes of one that was 
born blind ; 25 this Man were 
not 
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oy of God, he could do nothing 

'& He could do no-\ſud 
W Miracles. And thu 8 
upon his raiſing up the W. 
dow's Son of Nain from the Wi 
Dead— Luke vii. 16. Ter 
came a Fear on all, and 9 
glorified God, ſaying, that ii 
great Prophet is riſen up ami 
Us, and that God hathwiſitlf 
bis People. But yet va 
know, that much the great 
part of the 7Zews continua 
unbeheving, notwithſtanding 
all theſe Miracles; fo tl 
you mult rather look to uM 
intended Iflue, than that win |: 
really followed. | 

A. Pray can you wy 1 
account for e E 
delity, under Me maniteſta 
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on of ſo much Power, as 

Chriſt exerciſed, and notwith- 
ſtanding ſo many Miracles 
wrought among them ? 

B. A great many Reaſons 
might be aſſhign'd, tho* none 
ſufficient ; but that which 
ſeems the ſtrongeſt, and which 
s moſt co the purpoſe in hand, 
ſeems to me, to be this. That 
che Phariſees and leading Men 
among the Fews, had ſpread 
Wit abroad among the Com- 
mon People, that He diſpoſ- 
eeſſed Demoniacs, by Beelze- 
ab the Prince of the Devils: 
"1 his was the Judgment, you 
nov, they paſſed upon his 
ealing one poſſeſſed with a 

evil, blind and dumb, in. 
onuch thats the blind and 
r 
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dumb both ſpake and fas 
Matth. xii. 22. And in all 
likelyhoood, they paſſed the 
like Judgment on his other 
miraculous Works ; - for. it 
was a conſtant Tradition 
with the Jews, that Feſus was 
a great Magician; and J wiſh 
it were at this day altogether 
worn out of the minds of 
that poor People. Now il 
the Jews were made to be- 
lieve, that he wrought his Mi. 
racles by the aſſiſtance of the 
Devil; tis plain his Miracles 
could never give him any 
credit with them; if once 
they were perſwaded, that he 
acted by Commiſſion of God's on 
declared Adverſary, how 


could his Miracles atteſt . 
1 
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his Commiſſion from God? 
if Jeſus, in combination with 
Evil Spirits, ſhall reſtore the 
Dumb to Speech, and the 
& Blind to Sight, it will be to no 
8 Purpoſe to tell them he comes 
from God, and in witneſs of 
his Miſſion, ſhall cure the 
Blind and Dumb. The vc- 
ry mcans he uſes to convince 
che People, he comes from 
Cod, are turn d upon him, 


and perverted to the utter diſ- 
crediting of all lie ſays. This 


aſcribing to the Power of the 
Dcvil,the Miracles he wrought 
by che Spirit of God, he calls 
himſelf, the ſinning againſt, 
and blaſpheming the Holy Ghoſt. 
Tris true, the malignity of 
the Phariſees Sin, did lie, in 

M 2 pro- 
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pronouncing thus publickly, 
that he acted in concert with 
the Devil, tho? they were in. 
wardly perſwaded other wiſe, 
as People think: But, to be- 
lieve the Devil could indeed 
aſſiſt any one, in reſtoring 
to the Dumb their Speech 
and Sight to the Blind, and 
do other fo great Works, 
was the firſt Snare they fell 
into, and would cafily throw 
them into the other ; and the 
People could never have been 
induced to believe that Jeſus | 
wrought great Works by the 
aſſiſtance of the Devil, un- 
leſs they had been firſt taught, 
that the Devil could work 
great Works himſelf, and at 
ſo communicate ſuch his Pow 
er 
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er to Men: This was the 
fundamental Error with which 
their Minds were firſt ſcaſon- 
ed, and which prepar d them 
for the other blaſphemous O- 

pinion of our Lord's being 
aſſiſted by that wicked Spirit: 
If this be a Digreſſion, you 
owe it to your Queſtion, whe- 
ther I could account for the 
 Fewiſh Infidelity, under ſo ma- 
ny Miracles, and fo evident 
= 2 Demonſtration of the Spi- 
mit. 1 
A. I am content with it; 
and deſire you would now 
take the pains to recapitulate, 
as you have heretofore done, 
what hath been already ſaid 
upon the whole matter, touch. 


* ing 


DS one ot IE Eero. .. EEE ww et «44444 — — — 
8 = 2 i 1 


* 


„ 


— — — hr, af == — — — 
— — 5 A — — 4 _ 
— LG a x wpaA _ — — — — — 5 —— — — — — — A 2 — 2 En : N 
5 — == r — . oo + xl : * 5 e . A ned oa gs. 7 ee 
S - nal . . > -. 7 * 1 ey 4 * 5 - 


I 
1 


166 An Eſfay upon Miracles, 


ing the Miracles of Chriſt our 
Lord. 
B. The Sum then, of what 
I =» th been trying to prove, 
is this; That it was fore told 
by the Prophets, that He wh 
was to come, the Chriſt, or the 
Meſſiah, ſhould work great 
Miracles, and that it was ex 
pected by the ems he ſhould 
25 ſo. This I ſaid, was pe 
culiar to our Lord, and what 
never happened to any one 
elſe. Next, That Jeſus of 
Nazareth did actually work 
great Miracles, and by them 
proved himſelf the Chil 
and was received as ſuch, by 
thoſe who cloſely attended to 
his Works. And laſtly, that 
Jeſus himſelf told = Jen z 
that 
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that God had given Him the 
Power of working Miracles, 
on purpoſe to convince the 

World, that he came from 

God, and was the Chriſt, and 

was to be believed, in what 

he ſhould deliver touching 

God, Himſelf, and the life 

he would have Men lead.; 

that Miracles were his Cre- 
dentials, and that, upon their 
ſcore, he requir d them to 
look upon Him as the Meſ- 
ſenger and Prophet of God, 
and his Embaſſadour, for the 
purpoſes he ſhould declare, 
and communicate to them. 

A. I do not know that a- 
ny thing can be plainlier pro- 
ved from Scriptures, than 
theſe three Points ; and muſt 
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I not hereupon make this Com 


ſequence ; that the Doctrine of 


Teſus Chriſt is true, and ought 
to be believ'd, becauſe it was 
prov'd, eſtabliſn'd, and con- 
firm'd by Miracles? 

B. That Conſequence is 


unavoidable, and makes it 


ſelt. 
A. I have always made it 
in my mind; but I have fo 


often ſeen it overthrown by 


Writers of all ſorts, both an- 
tient, middle-aged, and mo- 
dern, very good Chriſtians 
all, and doubtleſs very learn- 
ed, that I know not what to 


think of it. What (for ex- 


ample) muſt I do, when Iam 
told, that I muſt not judge of 
the truth of a Doctrine, 1 

5 a 
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the Miracles that are wrought 
in confirmation of it, but 
muſt judge of Miracles, by 
the Doctrine they would eſta- 
bliſh ? Is not this downright 
begging the Queſtion ? Is it not 
a Maxim directly contrary 
to what Jeſus Chriſt eſtabliſh 
ed? Did not he affirm that 
his Miracles were to atteſt to 
the truth of what he ſhould 
deliver? Did he not cure the 


| Paralytick (as you ſhewed) 


on purpoſe to ſhew that what 


he had ſaid of the Son of Man's 
having Power to forgive Sins, 


was true, and ought to be be- 
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B. J agree with you, that 
that Maxim is not ſolid; and 


chat if it were ſo, Miracles 


would 


| ſeems, whether the Doctrine 


_ reaſonable, and fit to be be- 


as you call it, begging te 
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would prove nothing that 
were doubtful or unknown 
before. We mult judge, it 


to be eſtabliſh'd, be true, and 


lieved, before we can believe 
a Miracle could be wrought 
to eſtabliſh it. This Mira. 
cle can give this Doctrine no 
credit, but rather receives 1 
from the Doctrine; it 55 


Queſt ion. a. 1 

A. What muſt I do more. 
over, with thoſe People, who WR 
affirm that the Devil can a: 
ſo work great Miracles, and 
can aſſiſt wicked Men a 


ſo in working them, 7. e. c 


communicate his Power 60 
them: 
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them? For, to tell you what 
I think, this Power, to a 
Man of my Simplicity and 
Plainneſs of Underſtanding, 
ſeems to make void the pur- 
poſe of our Saviour, and the 
end for which he ſaid he 
wrought Miracles, i. e. to 
gain belief to his Doctrine. 
For if the Devil can work 
Miracles, as well as Jeſus 
Chriſt; and Men aſſiſted by 
W thc Devil, as well as Chriſt's 
Diſciples; what Proof can 
Miracles make that a Doctrine 
W 15 from God? a 

= B Why, that will bring 
vou back again, to conſider 
the Doctrines, to which theſe 

Miracles pretend to atteſt. 


£ 
BG 
F 
2 $ 
. 
1 
1 * 
4 F 1 


1 A. SO 
5 8 * 
# * 4 4 * : 


I72 An Flo upon Miracles.” 


| A. So it will; but chen 
| Miracles will fi any nothing, 
nor determine me one way 


or other; but I ſhall conſi- 
der whether this Doctrine be 
reaſonable, and fit to come 
from God or no, and ſhall 
| believe, according to the beſt 
of my Reaſon and Judgment, 
without regard to Miracles. 
I think I have heretoforc 
learned thus much from you: 
and the more I conſider this 
matter, the more fully per- 
ſwaded I am, that we are in 
the wrong, to think the De- 
vil can work true Miracles, 
or help any one to do fo. 
But tho I am thus aſſured, 
when I conſider things natu- 
rally, and according to the 


bel 
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beſt of my Reaſon ; yet there 
are two Paſſages in the new 
Teſtament, that, when they 
recurr to my mind, put me 
very hard' to it; and if you 
_ pleaſe to let me object them, 
and whatever clſe my mind 
ſhall ſuggeſt from them, and 
give me your Solutions, I 
ſhall be oblig'd ; for they ſtart 
the ſame difficulties, in the 
Caſe of Chriſt's Miracles, as 
the three Miracles wrought 


by the Magicians did in the 


- 


Caſe of Moſes's. 

B. The firſt, I gueſs, is that 
Paſſage Matth. xx1v. 24. where 
our Lord fays-—— There ſhall 
ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe 
Prophets, and ſhall Jhew great 
WW Signs and Wonders, A_ | 
1 f that 
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that if it were poſſible, they 4 
ſhall deceive * Po 20 ell * 
And if this be ſo, you will “ 
ſay, unleſs Men can diſtin- MP! 
guiſh betwixt the Miracles of > 
theſe falſe Chriſts, and thoſe | 
of the true One, how ſhall 
they do to diſcern the true 
Chriſt and his Doctrine, from 
the falſe Doctrine of the falſe 
Chriſts ? | 
A. I ſhall, indeed, ſay fo; 
and I ſhall ask that Queſtion, 
For if by great Signs and Won- 
| ders here mentioned, I muſt 
underſtand great and true Mr 
racles; then does our Lord 
appear to me to ſay-— I, by 
working great and true Mi- 
racles have proved my ſelf to 
be the Chriſt, the true N 
2 | ah ; 
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Te: the time will ſhortly come, 
when others ſhall ariſe, and 
call themſelves Chriſt, and to 
prove they are ſo, hall work 
great and true Miracles : But 
[ give you warning before- 
hand, not to mind them, or 
believe them, for I only am 
the true Chriſt, and have ſo 
prov'd my ſelf, by great and 
true Miracles. Would you 
have me believe that Chriſt 
cant thus, and that he fo 
plainly beg” d the Queſtion 
n hand? and yet I know not 
ow to avoid this, if by great 
bigns and Wonders, we mult 
nderſtand great * true Mi- 
acles, This it 1s that ſticks 
"1th me; and therefore pray 
ell me, what J muſt do? 

B. Why. 


5 
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B. Why, you muſt till 
maintain, that by great Signs 
and Wonders, we arc not to 
underſtand great and true 
Miracles ; for if Miracles will 
prove one Man to be Chriſt, 
the like Miracles will prove 
another Man to be ſo too, 7. e. 
they will prove neither of 


x 7 4 the Chriſt. Nor is there 


any great matter in forctelling ' 
that falſe Chriſts and falſe Pro ! 
phets would ariſe, and work © 
Wonders, this is not enough © 
to keep us from regarding f 
or believing them, if the 1 
truly work Miracles ; - becauſſy * 

it is ſo cafy a matter for am 
one that ſets. up a new Do © 
Etrine, to bid his Follower = 

0 


beware of any one that ſhoul 
_ of 


oppoſe it, tho with never fo 
ſpecious Docttines; and to 
tell beforehand that ſome 
would certainly rife up, and 
contradiẽt fuch Doctrines, 
would be but a very reaſo- 


nable and likely Gueſs, be- 


cauſe we ſee it has been, and 
continually is, the fate of all 
Philoſophy and Doctrine, to 
find Adverſarics that would 
ſupplant and overthrow that 
of another, to ſubſtitute cheir 
own Opinions: Letus there- 
fore ſce how ſuch an Argu- 
ment would operate, where 
Reaſon only, and not Mira- 
cles, ſupports the Doctrine: 


One Man eſtabliſnes a Se 


upon Principles that appear 
to him excceding fine; and 
N _ 
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reaſonable and uſeful, and 
bids his Followers be ſure to 
adhere to them, even unto 
Death ; and never to depart 


from them, altho* (as he eaſi- 


ly foreſees) there may ariſe 
a Set of Men, that will op- 

poſe them with equal Reaſon. 
* body ſees that this De- 
fire, is only to continue to 


himſelf the Honour of aSect; 


for if Men follow him only, 


becauſe his Principles appear 


reaſonable, why are not o- 
thers Principles to be attend- 
ed to, if they alſo then appear 
as reaſonable, or more ſo ? 


I look upon our Lord to be 


as well the Wiſdom as the Pow- 
er of God, and therefore, 
out of Reverence, dare not 


think 


8 a os y 
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think he argues on this man- 
ner. Let us put out the word 
Reaſon, and put in its place 
the word Miracles, and ſee 
how it will do then. Here 
is a Man that ſays he comes 
from God, to teach the 
World his Will, which to 
follow is the only way to 
Happineſs: The World 1s 
ſufficiently deſirous of being 
happy, but, it may be, diſ- 
likes the Way and Mcthod 
proposd, and thereupon di- 
truſts the Meſſenger, and 
calls upon him to prove the 
truth of his Miſſion. The 
Meſſenger hereupon exerciſes 
a Power plainly Divine, and 
works ſuch mighty Miracles, 


as none can do excepting 
N 2 God 


- 


Se 4, 
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God be with him, and does 


thereby aſſure the World, 
that he came from God, 
and ought to be believ d; 
but having occaſion to re- 
move, he tells his Followers, 
that they muſt by all means 
perſevere in the Faith they 
had recciy'd, which they had 
ſcen eſtabliſh'd upon Mira- 
cles, (ſuch as — curing thoſe 
who were born blind, walk- 
ing upon the Waters, feeding 


thouſands of People with a 


few Loaves, and raiſing the 
Dead to life again) notwith- 
ſtanding that the time would 
come, when falſe Chriſts and 
falſe Prophets ſhould ariſe, 
and preach up themſelves and 
their own Doctrine, in oppo- 

ſition 


_ TO, f 
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ſir tion to Him and his; and 
to pervert them the ſooner 
and the ſurer, ſhould alſo work 
great Miracles, ( cure the 
born- blind, walk upon the 
Seas, raiſe the Dead, c.) 
Would the foretelling theſe 
great Miracles ſhould be 
wrought, be ſufficient, of it 
ſelf, to ſpoil the credit of 
them when they werewrought? 
Would it be enough to ſay 

they muſt be falſe, bega 
they were foretold ? I believe 
you will not think ſo. And 
what would be the Judgment 
of an unbiaſs d Man upon 
ſuch a fore- warning, but 
this 2 that if Miracles give 
one Man Credit, the like Mi- 
racles will alſo give another 


N 3 Man 
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great and true Miracles, 


Man the like Credit, and that 
will come (as 1 ſaid) to this, 
that if they are wrought in 


Confirmation of Doctrines, 


or the truth of Meſſengers, 
oppoſite to one another, they 

will give Credit to neither z 

for tis impoſſible they ſhould 
both of them be true. Do 

you then think upon the 


Whole matter, that when 


Chriſt forctells of falſe Chriſts 
ariſing, and ſays they ſhall 
ſhew great Signs and Won- 
ders, he means they ſhall work 


ſuch as he himſelf had often 
veer ht ? 

by believe no ſuch mat- 
* It can never enter into 
my mind, that God ſhould 
38 per. 
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permit either evil Spirits, or 
evil Men, to work as great 
and true Miracles, to over- 
throw the Chriſtian Faith, 
as Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
wrought to plant and propa- 
gate it. 18 
B. But what if he ſhould 
permit them to work Mira- 
cles in appearance, and ſuch 
as would deceive the Skill, the 
Caution, and the beſt Atten- 
tion, that an honeſt Man could 
give and ſhew, altho they were 
not true and real Miracles? 
A. That, Sir, is all one and 
the ſame thing to Me; for 
that which I with all my Skill, 
my Caution, and Attenti- 
on, cannot diſcover to be a 


Deluſion, and a Deception, 
N 4 will 
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will never be ſo to Me, but 
will be true and real. Can | 
you tell me, what this I hold 
1h my hand 1s? 
B. A Cane. | 
A. Then you know it is 
not an Eel. If you can tell 
which is a true and real Mira- 
cle, you can tell which is an 
Appearing One, and a Delu- 
ſion, if you examine them a- 
like: If upon equal examina- 
tion they appear alike, they 
will continue ſo, till ſome 
new diſcoyery be made to 
ſhew the difference betwixt 
them. But I beſeech you take 
your Place again, and let me 
be the Enquirer, as I defite 
and want to be the Learner. 


B. Away 


„ — +: jo 
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B. Away with your Re- 
ſpect; if we can find out the 
truth betwixt us, no matter 
who inſtructs or who learns. 
I ask you therefore, are there 
not abundance of extraordi- 
nary, ſtrange and wonderful 
things that come to - paſs, 
which we can give no man- 
ner of account of; ſome ot 
which it may pleaſc God to 
permit Evil + hag or Evil 
Spirits to bring to paſs, by 
which they ſhall endeavour to 


| ſeduce unwary People? 


A. A thouſand, and ten 
thouſand, without all que- 
ſtion : But I value-them not 
at all, if I cannotunderſtand 
them to be properly Mira- 
cles. A Centaur, Hippogryph, 
an 
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and a Flying Dragon, are things 
that were never ſeen ; but if 
I ſhould chance to ſee a do- 
zen of them together, I ſhould 
reckon it no Miracle; and 
yet no living Man, perhaps, 
could give an Account of 
their Generation. Where! 
can ſee no known and ſetled 
Laws of Nature changed, ſuſ. 
pended, or ſubverted, there 
I can ſee no Miracle; let the 
Event be never ſo ſtrange, NU 
new, and aſtoniſhing. The Sun, 
you know, journeys from Eaſt S 
to Weſt, that is the Courſe 
that God appointed him to 
run; this I call the ſetled c 

Courſe of Nature. Now, in 
it ſelf, it is no greater thing, Na 
to journey from Weſt to * 
than 
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chan from Eaſt to Weſt; but 
we ſhould account it a — 
culous thing to ſee him ſtep 
but ſix Paces backwards, ee 
Weſt to Eaſt. And I think 
we ſhall never be at any cer- 
tainty, in diſcourſing on theſe 
matters, till we make the 
known, conſtant, ſetled Courſe 
of Nature, the Rule by which 
we are to judge of Miracles. 
I aſſure you I account the 
turning Water into Wine, or 
a Wand into a Serpent, a 
greater Miracle, than the 
walking of a huge Mountain 
for two Miles together, be- 
cauſe I know not what the 
Power of ſeveral Cauſes in 
Nature may be; and grea- 
ter, than if I ſhould _ 

ſome 
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ſubverted or ſuſpended. 


ſome Spirit threw that Moun- 
tain two Miles at a Caſt, be- 


cauſe I know not what the | 
Force of Spirits may be. Th, 
hint you gave me, as I re; 
member, carly, and I hope 
I improve it no farther than 
I may with Reaſon. 

B. I think you are right; 
and by theſe means, you nee 
not be troubled to accountifi 
for a world of ſtrange Relz 
tions of moſt marvelloy 
things; for they are nothin 
to the matter in hand, if th 
known Courſe of Nature 
and its ſetled Laws be nd 


A. What uſe would yo 22 
have me make of all this? 


B. Wh 


Eve 
On 


—— 
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B. Why, when our Savi- 
our ſays that falſe Chriſts and 
falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe, and 
WW ſhall ſhew great Signs and 
Wonders — as you are not 
to underſtand thereby great 
and true Miracles — ſo, let 
them ſhew never ſo great 
igns and Wonders, and do 
the moſt aſtoniſhing things 
that can be thought upon, 
ou are not to be ſeduced by 
them, whilſt you petcejve no 
etled, known, and certain 
Laws of Nature ſuſpended, 
hanged, or ſubverted, by 
hem, i. e. whilſt you perceive 
o true Miracles wrought by 
hem. I may ſee a thouſand 
Events that amaze me, and 


onfound me, but they may 
not 


h 
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not be miraculous to me 
properly ſpeaking, unleſs they 
come within the Rule before 
ſet down, and thwart the e 
ſtabliſh'd Courſe of Natur 
that is known to us. If you 
had ſeen the Angel convg 
 Habbakkuk through the Ar 
and known he was an Angel 
you would have gazed, and 
wondred nughtily, but woull 
not have thought the Ange 
wrought a Miracle, becauſe, 
for ought you knew, the nx 
tural Powers of Angels were 
ſuch as would ſuffice for that 
or a greater - purpoſe. Bu 
if you ſhould fee a Man beat 
up another Man, and carr 
him through the Air, you 
would, I believe, n 

J 
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he Action were miraculous, 
becauſe you know, (as well 
as you know any thing) that 
Man is not endued with any. 
ſuch Powers. We know more 
of true Miracles, than of 
range . Accidents; and can, 
Wl imagine, give a better Ac- 
count of them. 

A. Well, but to perplex 
e more, we are told, that 
God to try our Faith, and 
to ſee whether we will forſake 
a Doctrine confirm'd by true 
undoubted Miracles, may 
permit the Devil or wicked 
Men to work true Eg A 
Iracles alſo. This, Sir, 1 
aintain'd by aslearned Men 
f all Ages, and all fides, 


s ever lived— ſuch as—- 
LS Hold, 
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B. Hold, Sir, I intreat you, 
of all love, do not choak me 
with your great Names and 
Authorities. As much of Re- 
velation as you will, and as 
much of theſe great Men's 
Reaſon, as you can bring: 
But ſince we have hitherto ſpa: 
red all Names, either with 
or againfi Us, let us go on, 
without offending either the 
Dead or Living. Can you 
bring me an Inſtance, wherc 
God did cver permit a tru: 
undoubred Miracle to be 
wrought, by one that would 
ſeduce the People from Chr: 
ſtianity, on purpole to tr) 
their Faith ? | | 

A. I know of none; but! 
theſe Seducers did ar any time 

work 


% » 
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work true Miracles, and 
would by them ſeduce from 
Chriſtianity, the thing is the 
ſame. | 
B. I grant it to be ſome- 
what like it. And what do 
MW they tell us we muſt do in 
ſuch a Caſe as this? for, I 
aſſure you, tis a hard one: 
| A. Why, they tell us, that 
as the Fews were to reject all 
Miracles, how great ſoeyer, 
if the Scope and intent of 
thoſe who wrought them, 
were to carry them from the 
Worſhip of the Only true 
God, to Idolatry-- So are the 
Chriſtians to reject all Mira- 
cles how great and true ſoe- 
ver, if they who work them, 
pretend to contradie the 
O Wor⸗ 
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Worſhip of God through Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and the Goſpel he 
preached among Men. The 
Law of Moſes was the Stan- 
dard by which the Jews were 
to judg of Miracles, and the 
Goſpel is the Standard by 
which the Chriſtians are to 
judg of the like. 
B. This 1s but bringing us 
back again, to what we have 
diſcourſed of before We WW : 
are it ſeems, to judge of Mi. 
racles by the Doctrine they MW | 
would eſtabliſh, and not of r. 
the Doctrine by the Miracles p 
that would eſtabliſh it; only M © 
this goes a little farther, and M 
will not let us believe upon 41 
the Account of Miracles, al- 7: 
tho we allow them to be true. 1c 


A. What 
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A. What need was there of 
any Miracles at all? 

B. O, take it right. Chri- 
ſtianity was to be eſtabliſh d 
by true undoubted Miracles 
at firſt; and ſo eſtabliſh'd by 
them, that nothing but the 
moſt perverſe and wicked 
Creature living, could hold 
out againſt it. And might 
not a Doctrine ſetled thus 1 2 
Miracles, be again ventured 
to a Miracle Might not a 
Man be tried even with a Mr 
racle, to ſee if he could de- 
part from a Religion thus e- 
ftabliſhed > _ 

As. Let us ſpeak plain, Sir, 
and ask another Queſtion 
Is it poſſible for a Man to 
loſe his certainty of any thing, 

O 2 oe 
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by the fame means by which 
he got that certainty ? if it 
be, then may a Man part with | 


his Chriſtianity, upon the 
Score of Miracles, wrought 


to prove 1t falfe, as fairly as 


he took it up upon the Score 
of Miracles that were wrought 
to prove it true. Two Mi- 


racles can beget no more 


Certainty of the truth of Chri- 
ſtianity, than two may beget 
Uncertainty of it, if wrought 
in Oppoſition to it. I never 
durſt, for my heart, believe, 
that God could permit true 
Miracles to be wrought by a- 
ny one attempting to ſeduce 
a Soul from Chriſt, when 1 
remembred that Chriſt's Relj- 
gion was cſtabliſh'd by true 
Miracles. | B. But 


We „ wa . 
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B. But, is not the Caſe of 
the Chriſtians, the ſame with 
that of the ems? if the Jews 
muſt reject true undoubted 
| Miracles that are wrought to 
draw them to Idolatry ; muſt 
not the Chriſtians reject the 
like Miracles, that are wrought 
to draw them to Apoſtacy ? 
2 Yes. certainly; but, as 
I remember, you have taught 


me to ſay, that the Fews had | 
nothing to ground this Max- in 

im on, but Deut. xiii. which 108! 
you ſhewed me, neither did, 5 | 
nor could ſuppoſe that God 1 | 
would ſuffer a falſe Prophet |} 
to work true Miracles, to J 


tempt the People to Idolatry, 
and I have ever ſince been of 
chat Opinion: So that now, 
1 O 3 } 
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I do not ſay, I muſt reject 
Miracles that are wrought in 
Oppoſition to the Worſhip 
an One God--- but 1 9 
that none ſuch are, or can 
be wrought, to tempt Men 
to Idolatry. And by the 
ſame Rule I alſo — that Þ 
no Miracles, true and un- 
doubted ones were, or can 
be wrought to tempt Men to 


Apoſtacy from Chriſt's Re- 


ligion. And as Deut. xwWl 
not ſupport this Rule off * 
the Fews, making the Law off © 
Moſes the Standard by whit © 
they are to judge of Mirai *< 
cles, ſo neither will this Paſ cl 
| ſage in St. Matth. xxiv. 2% de 
nor that ii Thefſ. ii. 9. bea 10 


out the Chriſtians making th 
Gol 
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Goſpel of our Lord, their 


Standard : Becauſe, at this 
rate, both Law and Goſpel 


beg the Queſtion in hand, 


and preſuppoſe their own 
Truth. I do not ſay, bur 
that both Law and Goſpel 
may ſtand upon other bot- 
toms, and be ſupported by 
other good and certain Proofs; 
but I ſay, that with reſpect 
to Miracles, they beg the. 
Queſtion in hand, if they tell 


us we muſt reject true un- 


doubted Miracles, becauſe, 


or if, wrought in oppoſition 
to them, ſince they were firſt 
cſtabliſh'd upon true un- 
doubted Miracles. For if 
you ſhould tell me to day, 
that ſuch a Propoſition is true, 
"4 and 
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— 


and tell me to morrow 1t 15 
falſe, I ſhould believe it nei- 
ther true nor falſe, upon your 
Authority, but judg as I found 
reaſon. But pray will you be 
pleaſed to conſider thoſe 
words following inſomuch 
that if it were poſſible, they 
ſhould deceive the very Eled. 
B. I confider, that our 
Lord relates the matters of 
this Chapter, to his Diſciples, 
on purpoſe to make them 
cautious, of being deceiv'd 
by theſe falſe Chriſts and falſe 
Prophets, who ſhew great 
Signs and Wonders. I infer 
therefore from hence, that 
theſe great Signs and Won- 
ders, muſt be of ſuch a Na- 
ture, as that they may be diſ 
covered 


— of fs gs \% a © 
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covered and diſtinguiſhed by 
the Ele&t, from thoſe true 
mighty Miracles that were 
wrought by Chriſt, in fayour 
of the Goſpel, ſo that if they 
ſhall uſe their utmoſt Care, 
and Diligence, and Skill, they 
ſhall not be deceived by them, 
Why did our Saviour, other- 
wiſe, forewarn his Diſciples. 
of theſe Signs and Wonders, 
and bid them beware of thoſe 
that wrought them ? this 
had been to no purpoſe, if 
with their utmoſt Care, Di- 
ligence, and Skill, they could 
not have diſtinguiſn d theſe 
falſe Chriſts, and their Won» 
ders, from the true Chriſt, 
and his Miracles. 


A. But 
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HA. But might they not 
have been deceiv'd, had they 
not been the Elect? 

B. The Eledt are here, con- 
verted Chriſtians, and ſuch 
as had been ſo for ſome time, 
and were now rooted and e- 
ſtabliſh'd in the Faith. And 
the meaning is, that without 
all Care, and Attention, and 
the Uſe and Exerciſe of their 
Faculties, the very oldeſt and 
the ſoundeſt Chriſtians, might 
be ſeduced by theſe pretended 
Chriſts and Prophets, who 
would make ſuch uſe of the 
Signs and Wonders that ſhould 
go before the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, and play ſo many 
Tricks of their own, and be 


ſo confident in their Boaſtings, 
* that 
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that it would ſtagger a mo- 
deſt and diſtruſtful Man, to 
ſee and conſider them. They 
muſt therefore beware, exa- 


mine things, and ſtand upon 


their guard: For the Under- 
ſtanding and the Senſes of 
good Men, are no better 
than thoſe of their Neigh- 
bours; the Elect may be as 
ſoon cheated as other Peo- 
ple, if they will not look af- 
ter themſelves. I take theſe 
Words to be a good proof, 
that by Signs and Wonders, 


we are not to underſtand true 


undoubted Miracles, for there 
is no way of guarding againſt 


true undoubted Miracles; 


they carry all before them, 
when 


— — — 1 — 
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when once we are conyinced 


that they are true. [ 
A. Be pleaſed then, to make 


as fair a riddance of the difh- 
culties that ſeem to ariſe from 
that Paſſage of St. Paul, 


i Thef. it g—- Ever bij 
whoſe Coming is after the work 
ing of Satan, with all Power, 
and Signs, and lying Won- 
ders; and I ſhall be entirely 
ſatisfied. . 5 

B. This is a Deſcription of 


the Coming of Antichriſt, 


and tells us that Satan ſhall at 


that time work as powerful- 


ly and ſubtilly, as poſſibly he 
can, to withdraw Men from 
Chriſtianity, and make them 
believe a Lye. 


A. What 


THE» wo | | h - F ˙ On, IO" IO 
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A. What do lying Wonders 
ſignify ? TY — AE TO 
B. Either Tricks of Slight, 
and appearing Wonders, or 
Miracles that are to ſupport a 
Lye, and falfe Doctrine; the 
Words may import both 
theſe Senſes, if the Critical 
Men may be truſted ; but I 
rather truſt to our Tranſla- 
tors, who have render'd it- 
hing Wonders, i. e. falſe and 
deceitful Tricks, things that 
may make us wonder, till we 
examine and diſcover them. 
I will not deny but that Spi- 
rits may foreſee many Events 
that lie hid in their Natural 
Cauſes, which are conceal'd 
from Us, but not from Them; 


becauſe I do not know the 
extent 


PT | 
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extent of their intellectual 
Powers : and from this fore- 


ſight, they may diſcover to 
Men a great many Secrets, 
who may, upon this Intima+ 
tion, preſage notably. I will 
not deny them to be Crea- 


tures of great force and ſub- 
tlety, and able to do a world 
of aſtoniſhing. things, and a- 
ble alſo to aſſiſt Men to the 


performing many great and 
marvellous Works. I know 
but little of theſe Beings, and 
the leſs I know, the leſs I am 
able to deny their Power to 
do ſo and ſo. But ſince it 
hath pleaſed God, to ſend 
his Son into the World, to 


reveal his Will, and to ſhew 


to us the way to Harri 
„ an 


— 
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and in order to our believing 
and being perſwaded by Him, 


to give Him the Power of 


working Miracles ; I cannot 
ſce how he ſhould gain his 
point, upon our hearts, if the 
power of working Maracles, 
were common to any Being 


elſe with Him; and he ſhould 


ſuffer Evil Spirits and Evil 
Men to work true Miracles, 


in contradiction to ſuch Do- 


ctrine, as Chriſt himſelf built 


and eſtabliſh'd on true Mira- 


| 


cles. I underſtand, as well 
as can be, the Scriptures that 
tell me Chriſt did really work 
mighty Miracles ; and I un- 
derſtand, as well, thoſe Paſſa- 


ges that tell me, he wrought. 


them to gain belief and credit 


With 


o 
1 
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with Mankind: But ! do not 
underſtand half ſo well, ſome 
Paſſages that ſeem to ſay that 
wicked Spirits and wicked 
Men, may alſo work great 
Miracles, in contradiction of 
Chriſt's Religion: Shall 1 
therefore give up what I 4 
underſtand, for what I do 
nor? Shall I part with Pre- 
miſes from whence I conclude 
my Belief of Chriſt's Doctrine 
is reafonable and good, and n 
take up an Opinion that de m 
ſtroys thoſe Premiſes, fine: 
Jam not able to reconcik 
them ? I think that clear pla 
ces are to interpret obſcur 
ones, rather than that obſcuiſ 
ones ſhould perplex the cleat 
It may be, you may whe ha 

= 
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that this is rather cutting _ 
untying Knots. I will fay 1 
ſhore, that had it not pleaſed 
| God to build, and eſtabliſh 
| the ſaving Truths of his Son 
Jeſus, upon Miracles, it had 
ſignified nothing, if every 
Man living had been permit- 
ted to work them, wheneyer 
be pleas'd : But ſince he hath 
uſed and appointed them as 
che means of Conviction, in 
matters of the greateſt mo- 
ment, I cannot but wonder 
at the unaccountable cafineſs 
of Chriſtians, in believing 
they may be wrought by eve- 
ry wanton Or malicious Spi- 
„ 
A. But what would you 
have People do, when the 
P Scrip- 
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Scriptures ſeem to countinance | 
ſuch an Opinion? 

B. The Scriptures ſhall not 
only ſeem to countenance ſuch 
an Opinion, but they ſhall 
ſay it downright, before I be- 
lieve it. Shall the Scriptures 
tell me, that Jeſus proved 
himſelf the Chriſt , the holy 
One of God, by Miracles! 
and ſhall the Scriptures alſo 
tell me, that Devils and Wick 
cd Men ſhall work Miracles 
to prove that Jeſus was not 
Chriſt, nor ſent of God! 
who will believe it? They 
do moſt honour, and moſt 
right, to the Scriptures, who 
clear them beſt from Contra- 
dictions and Abſurdities, and 

Conſequences that would o- 
5 | VCt- 
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verthrow their own Authori- 
ty. And for this cauſe, I will 
underſtand this Paſſage to the 
Theſſalonians, in any other 
ſenſe, than ſucha one as would 
defeat the whole purpoſe of 
the Goſpel. For, if by Hing 
Wonders we muſt mean true 
Miracles, then ſhall Antichriſt 
do as much for the ſupport 
of a Lye, and Wickednels, as 
the true Chriſt did for Truth 
and Virtue, nay, he ſhall do 
the very ſame. 

A. No, the Miracles of falſe 
Chriſts and falſe Prophets; 
{hall not be ſo great, nor ma- 
ny, as thoſe of our Lord. 

B. Who told you ſo? or 
what reaſon have you to 
think ſo 2? will they differ in 

P 2 kind, 
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kind, or in degree and mea- 
ſure ? I have, before, given 
you my Opinion, touching 
the greatneſs and the multi- 
tude of Miracles, and will 
not repeat it here: Let it ſuf- 
fice to ſay, that much muſt 
not be built on thoſe Diſtin- 
ctions of greater and leſs, 
more and fewer, for they will 
not bear much weight. One 
Miracle appears greater than 
another, becauſe of its greater 
Conſequences, and becauſe it 
affects our outward Senſes 
more; but it really requires 
no leſs Power to make a But. 
terfly, than an Army of Eagles: | 
Nor leſs ro reſtore Sight to 
four Blind, than to fourſcore 
or a hundred. Our Saviour 
wrought 


An Eſſay upon Miracles 2 13 


wrought a hundred Miracles, 
and Moſes fifty, (let me ſup- 
poſe that number for Exam- 
ples fake) 1s the Goſpel there- 
fore ſo much truer than the 
Law ? 
A. But will you not allow 
that Simon Magus did ſome 
Miracles? 

B. I will not deny Miracles 
to have been wrought by 
Men, that were neither Jews 
nor Chriſtians; but I deny 
that any were ever wrought 
to prove that Moſes was an 
Impoſtor, or to prove that 
Jeſus was not the Chrift. I 
ſhall, if you defire it, find 
time to give account, why 
it might pleaſe God to work 
Miracles by ſeveral Men, out 


P 3 of 
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of the Pale of the Church, 
for ſeveral wiſe and good 


purpoſes ; but I maintain, at 


preſent, that he hath ſuffered 


none to be wrought, in direct 


Oppoſition to the truth of 
either Law or Goſpel. As for 


what you ſay of Simon Magus, 


to whom all the People of Sama- 
ria gave heed from the leaſt to 
the greateſt, ſaying, this Man 
is the great Power of Gd 
I verily believe he wrought no 
true Miracles; becauſe he 
was himſclt converted and bap- 
tiz d, and continuec' with Phi. 
lip, and wondred, beholding the 
Miracles and Signs which were 
done, Acts viii. 13. And 1 
think if he could have wrought 
Miracles himſelf, Dees 

| Cy 
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n A Chriſtian, Miracles 


would not have converted 
him to Chriſtianity, nor would 
he have ſo wondred at Philip 
who wrought them. As for 
the many Stories related of 
his great feats, I take leave 
to ſuſpend, altho they would 
not prejudice the Cauſe I take 
in hand, tho allowed as truc, 


45 ces hiſtorical Narations 


of that kind are. 

A. You would have me, 
then, upon the whole matter 
believe, that ſince Chriſt actu- 
ally wrought mighty Mira- 
cles (as was foretold he ſhould) 
and ſince he ſaid himſelf, that 
the end for which he wroughr 
them was, to gain belief and 
Credit with the World 

LL that 


F 
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to this, that they cannot bring 
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that neither Men nor Devils | 


can work true Miracles in 


* contradiction to the Goſpel. 


You would not have me 
deny that Spirits, being of | 
great Sagacity, Force, and 
Subtlety, can foretel many | 
things, that are certain in their 
Natural Cauſes; nor ſay they 
cannot do Molt ſtrange and 
aſtoniſhing things, nor aſſiſt 
Men in the performance of 
amazing Works — You would 
not have me deny any thing 
of this nature; but only ſtand 


true Miracles „ when they 
would draw Men from the 
Worſhip of One God, or 
bring them to apoſtatize from 
Chriſtianity, This, I think, 
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is, What you would have me 
inſiſt on, becauſe you  fay, 
that Miracles are the Founda-· 


tion, upon which it hath 


pleaſed God to build and eſta- 
bliſh the Religion taught by 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt: And, 
that ſince theſe things appear 
plain throughout the whole 


new Teſtament, beyond all 


contradiction, you would not 
have me depart from the Be- 
lief of them, altho' there may 
be ſome few Paſſages in the 
ſame New Teſtament, that 
appear to ſay, that Evil 5 pi- 


rits, or Evil Men, ſhould' in 


time to come, endeavour to 
ſubvert the truth of the Goſ- 
pel, and to that purpoſe, 


ſhould be enabled, or per- 
mitted 
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mitted to work true Mira- 
cles : This Senſe of thoſe few 
Paſſages, you would, by no 
means, have me admit, be- 
| cauſe, you think, it . conſiſts 
fot with the other Scriptures, 
nor with Chriſts purpoſe, nor 
indeed 1s reaſonable : And 
tho' I may not be able to 
ſay, what is the certain -and 
determinate Senſe of them, 
yet I may well affirm that that 
15 not their Senſe, which would 
make the Miracles of Chriſt 
of no effect. And whatever 
notable Stories are told of 
Simon Magus, or other Ene- 
mies of Chriſt, you think they 
can none of them prove ſut- 
ficiently, that true Miracles 
were ever wrought by any 

One, 
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One, that intended by them 
to overthrow the Goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This, 
believe, is the Sum of 
| what you have endeayourd 
at large to inform me of: 
For which I thank you hear- 
tily: But yet I muſt deſire to 
trouble you a little farther. 
Suppoſe I yield, that neither 
Evil Men, nor Evil Spirits 
ſhall ever be permitted to do 
any true Miracles, in direct 
Oppoſition to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt: Yet how are Mira- 
cles a proper way of atteſting 
to the Truth of any Meſſen- 
ger or Prophet of God 
when Miracles have been cer- 
tainly wrought, in all Ages, 
by Men that were no Prophets, 

nor 
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7 pretended to come from 

Cod? What muſt I do with 
all the Miracles that were 
wrought by Gentiles before 
the 1 of Chriſt, and 
by Gentiles ſince his Co. 
ming? 

B. Whatever God is plea: 
ſed to do, he does for wiſc 
Ends and Purpoſes, but he 
does not always diſcover them 
to Men. When he work | 


„ Oe HR Hes: 


65 


Miracles without declaring 3 
his Purpoſe, his Purpoſe 5 I, 


effected tho we know it not; 
and when he works them, and 
declares the end for which hc 
works them, they alſo attain 


their End, and we know It, 84 
God works ſome Miracles 15 C 
we know not why, but # 5s 


does; 


| 
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does; and ſome he works, 
and tells us it is to give cre- 
dit to them by whom he 
works them, and for thoſe 
Works ſake, we do give cre- 
dit to thoſe Meſſengers. 
A. If I ſhould therefore ſee 
2 Man work many Miracles, 
without knowing or hearing 
from him, that God gives him 
that Power, in order to gain 
him Credit, and that he may 
be believed, in what he ſays, 
I nced not regard him, or be- 
lieve him, notwithſtanding 
his working Miracles. | 
B. You muſt and would re- 
gard a Man, that ſhould 
work Miracles; and whether 
he faid much or little, you 
would ſtrongly incline to be- 
lieve 


222 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 


lieve him; becauſe, bclicving 


that none can work Miracles 
excepting God be with him, 


you would be ready to be 
lieve him favour'd by God 


with whom he entruſted that 
great Power, and conſequent- 
Iy, think that Perſon worthy 


Credit; but I agree with you 


that you are under no oblige 
tion of Neceſſity, to believe 
all that a Man ſhall ſay, who 
works Miracles, without de 
claring he 1s ſent of God, and 
telling you, that God has g 
ven him that miraculous Pow 
er, in order to obtain Credit 
with you. 
A. You think it then ne 
ceſſary, that a Prophet ſhould 
declare he is Commiſſioned! 
from 
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frank God. for ſuch and ſuch 
Purpoſes, and that this Pow- 


ſion? 
B. I do; and that for this 
plain Reaſon, that we hear of 
a world of Miracles, that 
have been done in all Ages, 
by Men that have pretended 
to no Commiſſion from God, 
nor to be ſent at all by him. 
And alſo to prevent all Abu- 
ſes that might be made of 
accidental Miracles, which it 
pleaſes God to work now and 
then, we know not why, and 
by Agents or Inſtruments 
that knew nothing of the 
matter, before the Miracle. 
And therefore „I pray, ob- 
ſerve and remember continu- 
ally, 


is the Seal of that Commiſ- 58 
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ally, that Moſes and Feſus 
Chriſt, delivered the Sum, and 
general purpoſe of their Met: 
ſages, before they wrought a: 
ny Miracles, and afterwards 
wrought their Miracles to at- 
teſt that they were ſent of 
God, and were to be believed. 
Thus Moſes told the King and 
Court of Agypt, Exod. iv. 
22, 23. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
Tfrael is my Son, even my firfl- 
born, and I ſay unto Thee, bet 
my Son go, that he may ſerve 
me, and if thou” refuſe to lei 
him go, behold I will flay thy 
Son even thy firſt-born. This 
was his Errand, this his end: 
Upon delivering this Meſſage, 
— God told Moſes and Aaron, 


vii. 9. that Pharaoh ſhould ſay 
| to 


| 


) 
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to them Shew a Miracle for 
Toa, I. c. ſhew me ſome con- 
vincing token that you come 
from God, upon this Errand 


then thou ſbalt ſay to Aa- 


ron, take thy Rod, and caſt it 
before Pharaoh, and it ſhall be- 
come à Serpent. This was a 
fairer way by much than it 
would have been, to have 
wrought his Miracle firſt, and 
then to have made uſe of its 
Authority to gain belief to 


| what he ſhould afterwards de- 


liver ; becauſe, perhaps, this 
Miracle might have been ac- 
cidental, and then it need not 
have been thought wrought 
to give him credit; and the 
King might have replied 
Jou only take the Advantage 


of 
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of this ſtrange Event or Tranf- 
mutation, and think to re- 
commend your ſelf to Us, 
on its account; how does 
this prove you came from 
God? Thave only your bare 
word for it: Had you firſt 
ſaid you came from God, and 
to convince me of it, had 
told me God would work a 
Miracle, to witneſs your 
Commiſſion; this Miracle had 
been a Seal of it; but now! 
may as well ſay, you take 
Occaſion from this Event, to 
come upon your own Errand, 
as you ſay, it teſtifies you came 
from God. Moſes therefore fatl 
delivers his Errand, and then 
upon demand, proves his Mit 
{ion from God upon that 0 
ran 
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tand, by undeniable Evi- 
dence. And thus it was with 


time of his publick manife- 
ſtation, when he entred on his 
Office — He began to preach 
and to ſay, Repent, for the King- 
dom of Heaven is at hand. Or 
as it is, Mark i. 16. Repent 
Te and believe the Goſpel. 
And Matth.iv.23. Feſus went a- 
boat all Galilee, teaching in their 
Hyragogues, and preaching the 
WW Goſpel of the kingdom; and 
bealing all manner of Sickneſs, 
and all manner of Diſeaſe among 
be People. He firſt declared 
che purpoſe of his coming, 
and laid down his Pretences 
in the general, and then con- 
vinced them by Miracles, He 


oo 2 Was 


our Lord Jeſus. The firſt 
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was ahe Perſon he aid he was, 
and was to be believed. Ids 
not mean, that He took this 


Courſe on every particular 


occaſion he found to work a 
Miracle, but that he took it 
at his firſt ſetting out, which 
was the faireſt way that he 
could take. 

A. I had not obſerved this 
enough, before this time; 
but the more I think on it, 
the more IJ like it, becauſe 


(as you obſerv'd) it prevents 


and cxcludes all manner of 


Abuſes, and undue Advan- 


tages, that crafty, and pre- 
tending People, might make 
of accidental Miracles, or, 
if you will, providential 
Ones. | | 


F. If 
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B. If it might be allowed} 
me, I would fain diſtinguiſh 
all Miracles into P- ovidential, 
and Evidential ones; choſe 
ſhould be Evidential ones, 
which God enables Men to 
work in order to gain belief, 
and which they know before- 
hand, they Hall work ; theſe 
are ſuch Miracles as " Moſes | 
and our Saviour wrought, 
and other Prophets, and ſuch 
as we have all along been 
ſpeaking of. And thoſe Pro: 
vidential ONES, which are 
wrought, we know nor cer- 
tainly why, neither did the 
Inſtruments that wrought 
them, know any thing of 
them, before they were actu- 
ally done, as I before ſaid. 


23 B. But 
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AJ. But what do you ſay to 
my Queſtion, about Miracles 
wrought, as is ſaid, by Hea- 
thens, both before the days 
of Chriſt, and ſince? Would 
you have me believe they 
were wrought indeed ? and 
if ſo, what muſt I think they 
were wrought for ? ſince ſome 
of them, were wrought by 
very wicked Men, who could 
intend no good ? 
B. You will excuſe me, il 
in Anſwer to theſe Queſtions, 
I ſhall repeat ſomewhat of 
what I have ſaid before. And 
firſt, it is very probable, that 
God hath in all ages wrought 
ſome Miracles, without re- 
gard to bearing Teſtimony 
to any particular truth, or 
Mel. 
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Meſſenger but meerly 8 5 a 
S. 


teſt his Providence, his 
Protection, and Government 
of the World. When Natu- 
ral Cauſes ſtill produce their 
Natural Effects, according to 
the ſetled and eſtabliſh'd Laws 
of the Creation ; and Men 
perſue their Inclinations and 
Deſires, according to their 
Powers and Opportunities, 
and every thing proceeds 0 
interrupted in its uſual, reg 
lar, expected Courſe; * 
world of ſtanders-by grow, 
in a manner, ſleepy, dull, and 
unaffected at what paſſes; and 
either reaſon little; or amiſs, 
and are too often tempted to 
attribute all co ſecond Cauſes. 


This is not rightiy Reaſoning, 
"WE you 


4 
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you know; but Conſtancy 


and Regularity, to unconſi- 


dering People, oft appear like | 
Fate and ſtrong Neceſſity, 
without any inter poſition of 
the Will or Underſtanding of 
the Agent. And therefore God 
ſometimes ſees fit to produce 
ſome ſtrange, unuſual, and un- 
natural Effects, that ſhall aſto- 
niſh the Beholders, and there- | 


by draw them to Attention 


je Conſideration, and, as it 
were, awaken them from their 
Stupidity and Dulneſs, and 
cauſe them to lift up theit 

Eyes and Thoughts to God, 
in Admiration, Praiſe, and 
Adoration of the Author of. 


ſuch mighty Works. So that 


this alone may be a ſufficient | 


dC- 
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account of many Miracles 
that have happend in the 
World; that they atteſt to 
God's Providence, and keep 
up the Senſe of his Being, 
Power, and Goodnels in Peo- 
ple's Hearts. Secondly, it 
may pleaſe God ſometimes to 
work Miracles, purely for 
the benefit of ſome particu- 
lar Perſons, without any Re- 
ſpect had to the Confirmati- 
on of any Truth, or Meſ- 
ſage. It is in his Nature to 
be merciful and good to all 
his Creatures, and there are 
many Caſes that may happen, 
that may call for a miracu- 
lous and ſtrange Aſſiſtance 
at his hands; not that can 
properly deſerve ſuch favour 
FIR | from 


meer Lies and Fictions, al. 


6 
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of Miracles, where it has plea- 


Hiſtories he, ſuch ſtrange De- 
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him, but ſuch as He, in pity, 
may ſee fit to relieve i in a mi 
raculous manner. I ſee, as 
yet, no Reaſon to diſtruſt 
all the Relations of theſe ſort 


ſed God to reſcue Innocence, 
and ſave the Oppreſſed, and 
cure the afflicted and diſeaſed, 
by means and methods pro- 
perly miraculous. It is not 
to be thought that all theſc 


liverances and Cures report- 
ed by the Heathens, arc 


tho* no doubt, but too too 


many of them are. God who 
is Lord and King of all the 
World, hath not % tyed him 4 


ſelf to either Jew or, Chri- 
{tian 
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ſtian, but that he oſten hath, 
till does , and always will 
diſpenſe great Favours to the 


Gente alſo, and, where he 
finds occaſion , work great 


Wonders for, and with them j 
and therefore there is no need 
of denying Miracles to have 
been wrought among the Hea- 
thens. Theſe I call all of 


them Providential Miracles, 


but they ſignify nothing to 


the confirmation of any other 


truth, than that there is a 
Good, a Merciful, and Pow- 
erful God, that- governeth 
the World, and loveth Man- 
kind, 

A. But granting this, yet 
what ſhall we ſay to Mira- 
cles ſaid to be wrought a- 

mong 


rather do Miſchict ? 


coming, and, by permitting 


namely — that they had al- 


. — 
n 
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mong and by the Heathens, 
even after the Coming of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, when they might 


B. I do not ſee, why God 
ſhould not be favourable to 
Heathens, even after Chriſt's 


Miracles to be now and then 
wrought, keep up the Senfe 
of his Being, Power, and 
Goodneſs among them : If 
you think theſe Miracles 
would rather hinder them 
from entertaining the Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine, by affording 
them an Anſwer to the Chri- 
ſtian Preachers and Apoſtles, 


ſo Miracles wrought among 
them TI anſwer, that all 


theſe 
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theſe were Providential Mira- 
cles, and were not wrought 
either in Oppoſition to, or 
Confirmation any Doctrine, 
or way of Divine Worſhip, 
and therefore could be of no 
advantage to the Heathen- 
Cauſe, nor difadvantage to 
the Chriſtian. But let me ob- 
ſerve to you, upon this oc- 
caſion, that many more Mi- 
racles have been diſcourſed 
of, and pretended to be 
wrought, by and among the 
Heathens, ſince our Saviours 
days, than before them; which 
is a ſort of Evidence to the 
truth of Chriſt's Miracles, a 
Confirmation I mean of the 
truth of the matter of fact, 


that Miracles were wroughe 
7 


2 238 An Eſay upon Miracles. 


by Chriſt, atid a confirmaiial 
that Chriſtians inſiſted much 
upon that Argument to prove 
their Doctrine true. For this 
it was that occaſioned the 
cunninger ſort of Gentiles 
to ſpread abroad among the 
Vulgar, that other People 
wroug he Miracles, as well as 
Chriſt and Chriſtians ; and 
therefore that the pretence of 
Miracles, was not ſufficient 
to withdraw them from their 
Antient, Univerſal Worſhip 
of many Gods. They could 


not deny that Chriſt, and 


Chriſtians wrought both great 
and many Miracles, nor could 
they deny the natural force 
of ſuch an Argument, unleſs 
they could oppoſe Miracles 

wrought 
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wrought by their own People, 
to the Miracles of Chriſt and 
Chriſtians ; for then they muſt 
ſignify nothing on either fide, 
or as much on theirs, as on 
the Chriſtian ſide. And there · 
fore the Temptation to in- 
vent a great many ſtrange 
Stories, was too great for 
them to withſtand, and they 
fell into it. And therefore, 
as I ſaid, there is a great deal 
more to do about Miracles, 
among the Heathen , ſince 
the days of Chriſt, than be- 
fore. 
A. But if the Chriſtians had 
| allowed that Miracles were 
and might ſtill be wrought by 
and among the Heathens ; 
had they not wanted an An- 
1 
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ſwer, if the Heathen ſhould 
have faid— You ſay we muſt 
believe the Chriſtian Do- 
ctrine upon the ſcore of Mi- 
racles wrought by Chriftians 
Me ſay we may continue Hea- 
thens ſtill, ſince Miracles have 
been, and are, and may be 
ſtill wrought, by and among 
the Heathens; what would a 
Chriſtian have had to reply 
to this ? 

B. A Chriftian might have 
ſaid--- © I do not ſay that 
* the Doctrine of Chriſt is 
true, becauſe it has pleaſed 
God to work Miracles by, 

e and among Chriftians ; 
** then I could not ſay the 
* Gentile Worſhip ts Tale, 


bs ſince J allow chat ie hach 
* pleaſed 
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pleaſed God, to work Mi- 


ww 


racles alſo by, and among 


* the Gentiles : But this I ſay, 
that the Doctrine of Chriſt. 


is true, becauſe he ſaid he 
came from God, and was 
to teach his Will, and, in 
confirmation of the truth 
of his coming from God, 
and of what he ſhould de- 
liver, he ſaid he had Power 
to work great and many 
Miracles, and he did ac- 
cordingly work great and 


many Miracles. And I fay, 


moreover, that the Gentile 
Theology, and way of Wor- 
ſhip, are not built on, or 
ſupported by, the Miracles 
that have been wrought by 


and among the CO” 
*© Be 


— e 
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* becauſe, they who wrought 
© them, pretended not to be 
* ſent of God, nor came to 
* ſet up any particular way 
* of Worſhip, nor knew that 
_ © they ſhould be able to work 


any Miracles, nor affirm- 


cc 


ed, at any time, upon the 
« credit of thoſe Miracles, 


cc 


that Chriſtianity was not 
* the true Religion. All 

this, Ithink, a Chriſtian would, ; 
or might have aid ; at leaft 
I venture now to lay it down, 
as the ſureſt and moſt rea- 
ſonable way of defending 
Chriſtianity againſt all Lac 
tions, I mean as far as the 
Argument of Miracles is con 
cernd to defend it, which ! 
eonfeſs, goes a great way with 
me. 1  __ 
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A. You make no great ac- 
count then, it ſhould ſeem, 
of many wonderful things 
paſs d among the Heathens, 
becauſe you ſay they were 
Providential Miracles, not E- 
vidential ones. But what will 


vou ſay to the Blind and the 
Lame that were both of them 
healed by Veſpaſian the Em- 


peror, as Suetonius and 7 aci- 


tus relate the matter, both of 


them Men of great Credit. 
a Theſe twWo People came, 
vyou know, to Veſpaſian, and 
* told him, the God Serapis 
had ſhewed them, in their 
* Sleep, that He might re- 
2 Pore Sight to the Blind, by 
a « ns on him, and Feer 
„ to the Lame, if he would 
R 2 "UC 


Y 
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* but touch him with his 
* Foot. Veſpaſian believed 
* nothing of the matter, and 
therefore durſt not ſo much 
* as try; but being encoura- 
« ged by thoſe who ſtood a- 
“bout him, he ar laſt at- 
* tempted, and had the Suc- 
4 cefs that had been foretold. 
What ſay you to this? 

B. Why, I fay to it, firſt, 
that it looks as if it had 
been, in part, tranſcribed from 
Mark viii. 23. and other Pla- 
ces, where our Saviour uſes 
the ſame Actions in curing the 
Blind. Secondly, It appears 
an Artifice of Veſpaſians 
Friends and Followers, to 
raiſe his Credit with the 
World: Suetonius ſays he * 
ſo 
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ſo. obſcure, ar roſe to be 


4 Prince ſo unexpectedly, that 


he wanted Majeſty, and ſome. 
thing to give him Authority 
with Mankind, and that this Ac- 
cident did very luckily do it: 
It looks ſuſpiciouſly, that he 
ſhould be importun'd by his 
Followers to do what he was 


1 aſham'd himſelf to attempt; 


it looks as if the matter had 


been laid by his Friends, and 


that they would warrant the 
Succeſs. But thirdly, belie- 
ving the whole Folio upon 
the Credit of ſo good Au- 
thors, I ſay it affects not the 
| Cauſe in hand; Veſpaſian ac- 


cording to the Forms preſcri- 


bed, was inſtrumental in re- 
ſtoring a Blind and Lame 
R 3 Man ; 


A 
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Man; He was ſo far from 


knowing himſelf endued with 
any ſuch Power, that he did 


not believe it, when told him 
from Serapis; he durſt not 


ſo much as try to follow the 


Forms preſcrib'd him to per- 


form theſe Works ; he pre- 


| tended to eſtabliſh no Truth, 


or way of Divine Worſhip, 
when he had actually re 
ed them; in a word, he made 


no Conſequenccs, nor deſired 


any to be made, but that 
which would naturally follow, 
that the People ſhould hold 
the Man in great honour, 
who was ſo favoured of the 
Supream Power, or (in their 
Language) of the Gods. Do 
you not plainly perceive 1 
this 


A B aa a 
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this was a Providential Mira- 
cle, that God was pleaſed to 
work by Veſpaſian, without 
any knowledge of, or pre- 
tences to ſuch Power, before- 
hand, and without any Infe- 
rences drawn from the exer- 
ciſe of it, afterwards ? : 
A. Tacknowledge what you 
intimate , that the truth of 
_ Chriſtianity is not prejudiced, 
nor the Miracles of Chriſt 
diſgraced, by any ſuch Provi- 
dential Miracles wrought by 
and among the Gentiles. Bur, 
ſure, the Worſhip of Serapis, 
would by ſuch an accidental 
Advantage be ſtrangely en- 
couraged, and how will that 
conſiſt with the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God, who has 
1 
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the Abominations of the Gen- 
tiles in ſuch abhorrence? 

B. I did not undertake to 
account for all the Permiſſions 
of Providence: You may lay 
this difficulty down, if you 
pleaſc, for one Reaſon Why 
you ſhould not believe this 
Relation; but my Buſineſs is 
to ſhew, that ſuppoſing it to be 
true, it makes nothing againſt 
Chriſt's Miracles. However, 
I fay, that no Miracle could 
well be wrought in a Coun: | 
try given up to Idolatry, but | 
it might ſerve to confirm 
them in their Miſtakes, ſome 
way or other, by a falſe Ap- tt 
plication ; and it is not an un MW a1 
common thing, to find the 
Gentiles attributing theſe ſort 


of 
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2 Viſions, and ſalutary Ad-. 
monitions, to Serapis, Iſis, and 
others, (according to the 
Country, and the Deities they 
worſhipped) which yet might 
well proceed from the true 
Cod, the Father of Spirits. 
But this is not much to our 
preſent purpoſe. 

A. Bur pray, what ſhall we 
do with Apollonius Tyaneus ? 
the accounts of that Man's 
wonderful Works, they ſay, 
are ſtrange and ſurprizing; 
and he 1s, you know, often 
compar'd with Chriſt Jeſus. 

B. You ſay true: Great 
things are ſaid of that Man; 
and Hierocles, who was him- 
ſelf a conſiderable Man, com- 
par d him to Chriſt, and wrote 

2 


Auſebius anſwered ; and he who 


and make him Judg whether 
the Life and Miracles of 
ſtratus's Credit be, in this caſe, 


what will follow? that Aol 
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a Book to that purpoſe; which 


reads Philoſtratus's Life of him, 
will find cauſe to believe that he 
had read the New Teſtament, 
and intended Apollonius ſhould 
be very like Chriſt. But Phi- 
loſtratus wants Vouchers very 
much, and his Hiſtory is ſo 
written, that I dare truſt any 
fair ingenuous Heathen vith it, 


the Life and Miracles of Apol- 
lonius be to be compared with 


Chriſt. But this is not the 
thing in hand; let Philo- 


good. Let it be granted that 
Apollonius wrought Miracles, 


loniuss 
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loniuss Religion is true? What 
was it? Where is it to be 
found ? Give us an Account 
of the Theology he taught, 
and deſignꝰ d to plant and pro- 
pagate. No ſuch cha ap- 
pears, cven in Philoſtratus; 
He was a ſtrict Diſciple. of 
Pythagoras, and altogether fa- | 
vour'd that Sect: But did he 
ever tell the World, that they 
muſt all of them follow PY 
thagoras? Was that the way, 
indeed, of any of the Antient 
Philoſophers ? They made to 
themſclves Parties, and gain d 
Proſelytes, and had certain 
Opinions peculiar to their 
Sect, which they maintain d 
themſelves, and would have 
others allo embrace; but ey 


| 
- 
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fill applied to Men of Leargy 
ing, and reſorted to the Pub- 


lick Schools. Do you find a- 


ny of them, preaching to the 
Common People, and telling 


them, that unleſs they change 
their Opinions, and follow 
Pythagoras, Zeno, Epicurus, or 


ſuch like, the Gods will never 


favour them, nor bleſs them? 


This was not their way, nor 


the way of Apollonius; He 


went up and down, in a ſtrange 
Habit, and (as he had occa- 
ſion) he corrected People's 
Errors, and blamed hole vi- 
cious Practices; and ſaid ma- 
ny good and wiſe things; and 
talked to great Princes with 
a Freedom that became a true 
Philoſopher, that valued oy 

the 
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the World, and all it could 
offer; but he ſer up for no 
Religion, he amended the Ce- 
remonies of ſeyeral People, 
but he left them, otherwiſe, 
in the way he found them. 
He ſacrific'd himſelf, to Ju- 
piter, to Hercules, to the Sun, 
and other Deities according 

to the Places he came to, tho 
not with any living Crea- 
tures, for that was againſt 
his Maſter's Rule, to ſned the 
Blood of any living Crea- 
ture; and, if you will be- 
lieve Philoftratus, he wrought 
many Miracles, ſome conſi- 
derable ones, others very poor 
ones; but he valued himſelf 

nothing upon their account, 
but attributed them - -1 
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God, and ſays no more, than 
that ſo many People, as were 
the Subjects of his Miracles, 
were benefited by him: He 
wrought none of them to te- 
ſtify that any God had ſent 
him; and he drew no Con- 
ſequences in favour of an 
thing he had ſaid, from any 
thing he had done; he cal: 
led not on his Works, to 
prove the truth of his Miſſ- 
on, or his Doctrine; and 35 
it not pretty ſtrange, that 
People ſnould attribute more 
to a Man upon the account 
of his Miracles, than he him 
ſelf aſſumes? Is it Modeſt) 
in ſuch a Caſe, not to own 
you came from God, with 
commiſſion to declare his 
; Will 
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Will, and with a Power that 
will teſtify to that Commul- 
ſion, when indeed you are 
ſent of God, and are entru- 
ſted with that Power? Is it 
not rather to be wanting to 
your Duty? I wonder much 
to ſee Men make more of 
Apollonius, than he made of 
himſelf. A Philoſopher is to 
be modeſt; but a Prophet or 
Meſſenger from God is to be 
faithful to his truſt, to tell 
his Errand, and to bring his 
Vouchers; he that comes from 
God, muſt ſay ſo, and muſt 
prove it. This was the way 
that Moſes and our Saviour 
took: Let them ſhew us Apol- 
lonius making theſe Pretences, 
and confirming them by Mi- 

racles; 
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racles; let us ſee what ſort of 


Iy, let us hear if he ſpeaks a 


ſhall receive no prejudice : 


Divine Worſhip he eſtabliſhes, 
in Oppoſition to what was 
before in the World]; or laſt- 


Word in Oppoſition to 
Chriſt's Religion, which was 
then planted, and had taken 
root in many Places whither 
Apollonius came. You ſee ! 
allow as much to Apollonius, 
as his Hiſtorian gives me 
leave; and yet Chriſtianity 


His Miracles will neither eſta- 
bliſh his own Religion, nor 
ſubvert the Religion of Chriſt, 
for they were wrought for 
neither of thoſe purpoſes: 
And ſo I will take my leave 


of Him, when I have obſerv'd, 
that 


An Eſffay pon Miracles. 2 57 =, 


chat nothing ſo ill becomes 
the mouth of a Deiſt, as re- 
proaching to Chriſtians the 
Miracles of Apollonius; for 
if they are true, and to be 
built upon, it is not Deiſm, 
but Polytheiſm is eſtabliſh'd, 
for he ſacrificed, in his way, 
to the Gods all round, as 
their Temples occurr d to him. 
As to the laſt Branch of your 
Queſtion, what you muſt ſay 
to Miracles that are ſaid to 
be wrought by very wicked 
Men, I have already told you, 
you muſt not much mind the 
Inſtrument that God uſes, 
for he ſees good reaſon ſome- 
times to uſe bad ones; Ba- 
laam propheſies, and Caia- 


phas propheſies, without the 
Spirit 
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Spirit of a Prophet ; and Ju- 


das was an Apoſtle, and was 


ſent by Chriſt among the reſt, 
to preach the Goſpel, cure 


Diſeaſes, and work Miracles. 
And our Saviour will ſay to 
ſome, at the laſt day, who 


have wrought Miracles, and 


done great things and mighty 


Works, in his Name, and by his 


Power, I know ye not, depart 


| from me, ye workers of Iniqui- 


ty. And therefore the Con- 
cluſion is not infallible, ſuch 
a One wrought great Mira- 
cles, and was therefore a moſt 
holy , righteous Perſon ; for 
God may cxerciſe his Power, 
and convey his Favours to o- 


ther People, by means and 


Inſtruments, unworthy ( to 
our 


$5. a* 
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our thinking) ſuch Employ- 
ment. 4 

A. But tho the People need 
not all be good and holy, by 
whom God works Miracles, 
yet ſure the Religion they pro- 
fels muſt needs be true. 

B. Then have we been 
talking, all this while, to no 
purpoſe. Why, Friend of 


mine, the Chriſtian Religion 


it ſelf, is not true, only be- 
cauſe Miracles, have been, 
are, and may be, wrought by 
and among Chriſtians. For, 
by that Argument, all the Re- 
ligions that ever were in the 
World muſt be true, unleſs 
we can diſprove all the Hi- 
ſtories and Accounts that 
have been given us, and ſay, 

I 2 that 
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that no Relations but thoſe 
in the Scriptures are true; 
a task I would not have you 
undertake. But I fee your 
Drift; tell, therefore, thoſe 
confident Boaſters of Mira- 
cles, that Suetonius, and C. Ta 
citus are much more credible 
Authors, than a thouſand of 
their Legendary Writers; and 
that if the Popiſh Religion 
be therefore true, (as diſtin- 
guiſhd from the Reformed 
one) becauſe that Miracles 
are wrought by Papiſts, fo 
was Veſpaſian's Religion true, 
becauſe he curd the Lame 
and Blind. Tell them Phi- 
loſtratus's Life of Apollonins 
is a true Hiſtory, compard 


with the Lives of a * 
| = 


| 


An Effay upon Miratles 261 


of their Saints; and that if 
Popery be true, becauſe theſe 
Saints liv'd and dy'd in the 
Profeſſion of it, who yet 
wrought Miracles then 
may we offer Sacrifice to 
Hercules, to Jove, and to 
Apollo, becauſe Apollonius did 
ſo, and yet wrought Mira- 
cles. I will not be flow to 
ſay, that the Miracles of the 
One, are full as credible as 
thoſe of the Other, and have 
really done Chriſtianity as 
little harm, when believ'd. 
But of this matter you may 
ſce enough in all our Engliſb 
Writers. Say only to theſe 


People ; Lay down the Do- 


ctrines beforchand, which 
you tell us are neceſſary to 
8 be 
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be believed, as parts of the 
Chriſtian Religion (and not 
believed by the Reformed 
Churches) and tell us, before: 
hand, that God, to reſtify to 
the cruth of theſe Doc 
hath given you power to 
work true Miracles, and then 
work them, as Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles wrought theirs, in the 
preſence of thoſe who are to 
be convinc d of the truth of 
what you ſay—— Say this to 
them, and hear their Anſwer, 
and till that time, mind not 
any thing they ſay concern- 
ing Miracles, for all the reſt 
will be but idle talk. 

Il ſuppoſe our Buſineſs now 
is drawing to a Concluſion, 
ut | hope J have diſcharg' d 

my 


f %. 


CY 
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my ſelf of my Engagement, 
to your Satisfaction. 
A lou have Sir; and ] 
have nothing left to ſay, if 
I may not trouble you, once 
more, to recapitulate what 
has been lately ſaid. 

B. I ſay om that it makes 
a remarkable difference be- 
twixt ſuch as work Miracles, 
that One ſhall know and de- 
clare beforehand, that he ſhall 
be enabled to work them. 
Our Lord bad Philip furniſh 
out a Table for five thou- 
ſand Strangers; but the Goſ- 
pel fays-- that he did it but 
to prove him, for he himſelf 
i beforehand what he would 
do, John vi. 6. So Moſes was 


before inſtructed of God, that 
S 4. he 
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he ſhould do ſuch and ſuch i= 
Miracles, which he foretold : 
he would do; whereas the | 
Magicians were ſent for to ÞÞ 1 
ſee what they could do, and Ml 
knew not that they ſhould do Ml : 
any thing, till God permit- lf © 
ted them to try, and (forwiſe I | 

u 

h 

d 


Reaſons of his own) permit- 


ted them alſo to do three 


Miracles. They knew not 
when to begin, nor when to 
make an end; for (encoura- 


ged by three Succeſſes) they Il tl 
attempted to go on, and bring b. 
Lice upon the Land, and could N 
not, a certain token that they A 
were ignorant of any Power Fe 
they had to do Miracles; for tr. 
had they known what they 5 

th. 


could do, they might have 
- Z allo 


| 
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alſo known what they could 
not do, and conſequently, ne- 
ver have attempted 1t : For, 
it was full as eaſy, to have 
brought Lice upon the Land, 
as to have turn d a Wand in- 
to a Serpent, Water into 
Blood, and brought up Frogs 
upon the Land, which God 
had before ſuffered them to 
do. But theſe Magicians knew 
not, they ſhould do the one, 
nor knew they ſhould not do 
the other. And this I take to 
be the Caſe of all, beſides 
Moſes, Elijah, Chriſt, and his 
8 Apoſtles, and ſome of their 
Followers, who were all God's 


true Meſſengers. This is the 


Caſe of all beſides them, that 
they either pretended to work 
1 Mira- | 
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Miracles, and could not , by 
which they betrayed themſelves 
for falſe Prophets; or elſe they 
were permitted to work Mi. 
racles, without pretending to 


it, or knowing that they ſhould 


work any. To the ſirſt Head 
we may refer all falſe Pro- 
phets, and all the Stories of 
Miracles that are told us, 
without good proof : We 
have not ſufficient Authority 
to believe them; the Credit 
of the Relaters ſhakes; the 
Circumſtances of the Story 
diſcover the Cheat, and a 
wiſe obſerving Man cannot 
believe them : Under this 
Head I place a great many 
Hiſtories of Miracles done by 
Heathens, eſpecially ſuch as 
hap- 


* 


— , —— bog — — — — 
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happened after Chriſt's time, 
for then Miracles began to 
grow upon the World, 
in anſwer to the Chriſtian 
pretences, for which much 
muſt be allowed to them : 
And under this Head I rank a 
thouſand fooleries and vain 
pretences to Miracles among 
the Chriſtians, who in this 
matter outlied the Heathens 
a great deal. Under the ſe- 
cond Article, of ſuch as have 
wrought Miracles without 
pretending to it, or know- 
ing they had any ſuch Power, 
I rank all the Hiſtories of Mi- 
racles done among either 
| Heathens or Chriſtians whoſe | 
Credit is good, and related 
by Authors of honeſty and 

good 
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dit to his Meſſengers and 
Prophets, ſo we need not 


* but God takes hold oſ 


and great Miracles, to hay 
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good account. There is no  , 
a 


need of denying many Mi- 


racles to have been wrought 


y 
among and by the Heathens. . 
God is a God that worketh c 
V 
1 


| Wonders, and ſheweth his Power 


among the People. And as 
there are many Cauſes and 
Occaſions of working Mira- 
cles, beſides the giving cre- 


them, and uſes them to his 
own Glory, and the good o 
Mankind. Nor is there an 
need of denying many true 


been wrought by and among 1 
Chriſtians, of all Ages. Buff we 
as the Miracles wrought . dif 


Noi 
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mong and by the Heathens, 
were no proof of the truth 
of their Religion ; no more 
are they of the truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion by being 
wrought by and among them. 
That Conſequence 1s not ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe God has more 
ends to ſerve, by Miracles, 
than the Confirmation of the 
truth of a Religion. And 
when we hear of Miracles, 
wrought by Heathens, and 
by Chriſtians, without any 
fore-knowwledg of the Par- 
ties that wrought them, or 
W without any Declaration of 
E thoſe People, to what end and 
purpoſe they were wrought ; 
we need not be concern'd to 


diſprove the Relation, or to 
diſ- 


. 
wah —— 
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diſcredit the matter of Fact. / 
Let it be ſo; the Miracles N th 
were wrought; what then! 
Is the Religion of the Country 
therefore of God? if ſo, ap- 
ply it to the Heathens, who 
have, without all queſtion 
had many great and true 
Miracles, wrought among and 
by them. If this do not fol. 
ow there, neither will it fol- 
low here. Let not Chriſtians 
build any part of their Faith 
upon ſuch Providential, acci- 
dental Miracles: But let them 
reſt on the Foundation of 
Moſes and the Prophets, con- 
firm'd by certain, plain, fore 
known, and foretold Mira 
cles ; and on the Superſtru- 
cturc rais'd thereon by 1 
the 


. 


7 
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the Lord, who knew he had 
the Power of Miracles, and 
foretold what he would do, 
and to what end and purpoſe 
he would do them, namely 


to gain belief by them. God | 


may reſtore Sight to the Blind, 


by the hands of a Man, who 
knoweth not that he ſhall be 


the Inſtrument of conveying 
ſo great a Bleſſing; and Peo- 


ple will love, eſteem, and 


honour this Man; but it will 
not follow from hence, that 


all this Man ſhall ſay, ſhall 
be believ d as Revelation. But 


if a Man ſhall ſay he comes 
from God, and is to declare 


his Will, and be belicvd; 


and to ſhew he does ſo, tells 
them he has Power from God, 


eo 
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to reſtore Sight to the Blind, 
and actually performes his 
word, and works that Mira- 
cle; the People will then be 
oblig d to believe what he de- 
es them from God, not on 
Iy for the ſake of his miraculous 
Work, but tor the ſake of his 


fore-knowing and fore- telling 


he ſhould work it. The Rea 
ſon of this, is, that the Mira 
cle is not accidental, but 
fore-ſeen. Had it been acci-· 
dental, it had had no neceſla-i 
ry Conſequence, the Inſtru - 
ment might have been ho- 
noured : but being fore- ſeen 
the Inſtrument had been alſo 

a Prophet, and therefore de- 

ſerv'd the belief he wanted 
and wrought that Miracle to 


ob- 


| 
[ 
| 
1 


„ 428 
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obtain This fore · knowledg 


of Chriſt (let me here ob: 


ſerve, ſince I forgot to men- 
tion it in its place) differed 


from that of his Apoſtles, Mo- 
ſes, and all other Meſſengers 
of God, very much. Chriſt 


knew he could at all times, 


| work what Miracles he pleas d; 


and that his Power was under 


no reſtraint or limitation; and 
tho he did not all the Miracles 


he could, yet he did all he 
would, 45 his Will was go- 


vern d by his Reaſon. Moſes 


and Chriſt's Diſciples (even 
after all Power was commit- 
ted to them by Chriſt juſt rea- 


dy to aſcend) could not work 


what Miracles they pleas'd ; 
but till they always knew 
F what 
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what they ſhould be able ro 
do, and therefore never at- 
tempted any thing in vain : 


The fore-knowledg of what 


they intended to do, was 
common to both. For tho 


It 18 ſaid Matth. xvii. and 


| Mark ix. that the Diſciples 
could not diſpoſſeſs the Lungs 


tick, yet you know, that when 


they ask'd our Lord privately 
_ why they could not caſt out 


that Devil, he ubraided them 
with want of Faith, and faid 


it was becauſe of their Unbe- 


lief. Now Unbelief ſignifies 
here, the not belieying that 
chey ſhould, by the power of 
Chriſt intruſted with them, 


be able to do that work (as 
might be prov d at large, if it 


Were 
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were needful) if Unbelief 
therefore hindred them from 
caſting that Devil out, the 

it is plain they did not belicvc 
that they ſhould caſt him out; 
and why ſhould you thinkthen 
they attempted it, who be- 
lieved they ſhould nor effect 
it? I think it much more 
likely , that finding them- 
ſelves diſtruſtful of the event, 
and wanting Faith, they 
would not venture the Suc- 
ceſs. This, I think, 1s the on- 
ly Inſtance, that ſeems to 
gainſay, what I have laid 
down, and this, were there a 
good Occaſion, might be o- 
therwiſe accounted for, if 
what is ſaid be not ſufficient. 
And, to ſpeak what I think, 
* this 


276 An Eſſay upon Miracles. 


this ought to make the diffe- 


rence between Workers of 
Miracles, above all other 


things whatever. This Con- 
ſideration ſhews, that tho' all 
Miracles have their Ule, yet 
that thoſe alone can atteſt to 
the Miſhon of a Prophet; 
which he fore-knows he ſhall 
be enabled to do, and ſo fore: 
tells to others; leaving no 


room for ſuſpicion that he in- 


tends to make uſe of what ac- 
cidental Miracles may hap- 
pen to be wrought by him, 


to gain belief to what he ſays. | 


But I forget my ſelf, and doubt 
I have rather been repeating 
than recapitulatiug what we 
have lately ſaid. But you will 
pardon Me, if the Zeal _ 
| | Or 


NK 


ws 
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for the Cauſe in hand, hath 
made me tedious; and out of 
a great deal ſaid, you may 
afford to forget a great deal. 
A. I will ſtudy to forget 
nothing of what J have heard 
from You, for, methinks, I 
am better able to defend my 
Religion, on this bottom, 
than I was before, without it. 
But whatever elſe I forget, 1 
will not forget my Obligati- 
ons to You, for Your Pains 
and Patience with Me. 
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